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1853-  0    EF,  nice  original  coin,  no  problems    $185 

1854-  0  Huge  0,  Fine+,  cleaned,  minor  reverse  roughness  . .  250 
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A  Second  Die  Marriage  for  the  1840-O 
Medium  O  IHalf  Dime 

by 

Jack  Marston,  Kevin  Zeitler  &  Bill  Harmon 

We  have  been  fascinated  by  the  die  marriages  of  early  New  Orleans  coins  for 
many  years.  The  1840-O  coins  in  particular  are  especially  interesting  to  study 
because  (1)  there  were  several  different  sizes  of  New  Orleans  mintmarks  used 
during  this  year,  (2)  there  are  multiple  die  states  for  many  dies  of  this  year  as  cracks 
grow  and  expand  during  the  life  of  the  dies,  and  (3)  there  are  several  exciting 
transitional  die  marriages  where  an  old  die  was  used  in  combination  with  a  new  die 
having  revised  design  features. 

In  his  reference  book  on  the  half  dime  series  first  published  in  1931 ,  Valentine 
documented  only  one  die  marriage  for  the  1 840-O  Medium  O  half  dime.  This  variety 
has  been  designated  as  V-2.  Valentine's  description  for  this  variety  is  as  follows: 

2      Obv.       "No  drapery."  Small,  open  date;  rather  high.  Lowest  left  star  rather 
low  and  close.  The  3rd  and  9th  stars  defective. 

Rev.        Small  letters.  Crack  at  U  of  UNITED  and  at  bottom  of  wreath.  O 
medium  size,  rather  low  and  a  little  to  the  left. 

Jack  Marston  —  At  the  Long  Beach  Show  in  February  of  1 994  I  saw  an  1 840-O 
Medium  O  half  dime  at  the  table  of  dealer  Jim  O'Donnell.  Since  I  already  owned  a 
nice  example  of  the  Medium  O  variety,  I  did  not  purchase  the  coin  at  that  time. 
Afterward  however,  I  had  second  thoughts  about  it  because  it  was  a  nice  XF 
example  of  a  scarce  variety.  Fortunately,  the  coin  was  still  in  O'Donnell's  inventory 
at  the  June  Long  Beach  Show  afew  months  later.  After  purchasing  the  coin,  Jim  half 
jokingly  said,  "It  might  be  a  rare  variety",  because  he  knew  how  much  I  enjoy 
scrutinizing  the  minute  details  of  these  little  coins.  At  that  time  however,  I  did  not 
know  that  it  was  an  example  of  a  new  marriage.  I  found  this  out  as  soon  as  I  returned 
home  and  compared  my  new  purchase  to  the  V-2  Medium  O  coin  in  my  collection. 


1840-O  V-2  Medium  O  Half  Dime 
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Not  long  after  purchasing  this  coin,  I  met  Kevin  Zeitler,  and  found  out  that  we 
share  a  common  interest  in  early  New  Orleans  coins.  I  showed  him  my  new  piece 
and  told  him  it  looked  like  an  unlisted  die  marriage.  The  obverse  appeared  to  be  a 
later  die  state  of  the  V-9  variety,  while  the  reverse  appeared  to  be  a  later  state  of  the 
V-2  variety.  After  careful  examination  we  concluded  that  this  was  a  new  die  pairing 
and  designated  it  as  the  V-10  variety.  Bill  Harmon  has  written  some  fine  articles 
describing  New  Orleans  half  dimes,  and  his  article  documenting  the  discovery  of 
the  V-9  variety  of  this  date  in  Issue  #59  of  the  journal  clearly  related  to  our  study  of 
this  new  Medium  O  die  marriage. 

Several  months  later,  I  was  ableto  purchase  an  1840-OV-6  transitional  half  dime 
from  Al  BIythe.  This  is  significant  because  this  variety  was  struck  from  the  same 
obverse  die  as  the  V-9  variety.  It  was  then  that  some  interesting  comparisons  could 
be  made.  I  found  that  the  newly  discovered  Medium  O  variety  appeared  to  have  its 
obverse  in  a  later  die  state  than  the  V-6  variety.  The  V-6  transitional  half  dime  has 
a  no  drapery  obverse  mated  with  the  new  style  large  letters  reverse  that  was  used 
on  the  "with  drapery"  coins.  I  shared  this  information  with  Al  BIythe,  Charles 
Woodruff,  Harry  Smith,  Jim  O'Donnell  and  Kevin  Zeitler. 

Kevin  Zeitler  —  Jack  shared  with  me  the  observations  that  he  had  made  on  his 
new  V-10  variety  and  we  discussed  the  obvious  diagnostic  characteristics,  the 
double  pointed  star  1  on  the  obverse  and  the  die  crack  at  the  U  of  UNITED  on  the 
reverse.  I  told  him  that  I  had  access  to  a  stereo  scope,  could  examine  the  new 
Medium  O  variety  and  would  make  an  in-depth  comparison  of  this  piece  to  the  other 
die  varieties  of  this  date.  Some  useful  conclusions  were  reached  as  a  result  of  this 
study.  One  of  the  most  effective  reference  points  for  die  to  die  comparisons  is  the 
shield  point  placement  over  the  8  in  the  date.  The  shield  point  on  the  V-2  obverse 
is  located  over  the  left  third  of  the  8  in  the  date.  The  shield  point  on  the  V-1 0  obverse 
is  clearly  located  to  the  left  of  the  8  in  the  date.  This  observation  provided  a  clear 
and  distinctive  feature  to  distinguish  the  obverses  of  the  two  Medium  O  varieties. 

I  have  always  appreciated  the  thorough  descriptive  documentations  that  Bill 
Harmon  has  provided  in  his  articles  on  the  half  dime  series.  I  suggested  to  Jack  that 
we  send  the  V-1 0  half  dime  to  him  for  an  opinion.  We  subsequently  packed  up  the 
coin  and  sent  it  to  Bill  for  examination.  Here  is  what  he  had  to  say. 


1840-O  V-10  Medium  O  Half  Dime 
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Bill  Harmon  —  In  my  opinion  your  1 840-O  Medium  O  half  dime  is  an  example 
of  a  new  die  variety.  It  can  properly  be  designated  as  V-1 0.  The  obverse  of  your  coin 
displays  the  doubling  of  three  points  of  star  1  and  the  die  crack  from  a  denticle  to 
the  rock  to  the  left  of  the  date,  both  features  used  in  comparing  the  V-9  and  V-6 
obverses  and  in  linking  them  together.  These  two  features  alone  are  adequate  to 
identify  the  obverse  die.  Two  other  features  are  worthy  of  mention  in  order  to  place 
the  obverses  in  die  linkage  order. 

In  his  description  of  the  V-6  transitional  discovery  coin,  Ahwash  listed  a  die  crack 
from  Liberty's  head  through  the  pole  to  the  lower  part  of  the  cap.  As  near  as  can  be 
determined  from  pictures,  BIythe's  illustration  of  the  V-6  marriage  and  Breen's 
illustration  of  his  #3021  variety  both  show  the  same  feature.  On  the  other  hand,  an 
AU  example  ofthe  V-6  marriage  recently  observed  in  Larry  Briggs'  inventory,  shows 
this  die  crack  only  from  the  pole  to  the  cap.  My  article  in  Issue  #59  of  the  journal 
noted  that  the  V-9  marriage  shows  no  evidence  of  this  die  crack.  The  conclusion  on 
the  die  linkage  for  the  obverse  is  now  clear.  The  V-9  marriage  was  struck  first.  The 
V-6  marriage  was  struck  next,  during  which  the  die  crack  developed.  The  V-10 
marriage  was  the  lastto  be  struck.  This  last  conclusion  is  reached  byobserving  that 
the  die  crack  from  head  to  pole  is  heavier  on  the  V-1 0  than  on  the  V-6  marriage. 

Another  distinguishing  feature  of  this  V-1 0  coin  is  the  die  crack  from  star  1 0  to  the 
rim,  noted  in  Issue  #59  of  the  journal  for  both  the  V-9  and  V-6  marriages.  The  V-1 0 
marriage  differs  in  this  feature.  While  this  crack  appears  to  run  lightly  toward  3 
o'clock  as  on  the  V-6  marriage,  another  crack  has  opened  up  from  the  same  star 
point  moving  up  toward  1  o'clock.  We  can  only  guess  that  a  change  in  stress 
allowed  the  first  crack  to  partially  close  once  the  second  die  crack  opened  up. 

There  is  no  clear  evidence  on  the  V-1 0  variety  ofthe  repunched  date  as  described 
for  the  V-9  marriage.  However,  an  enlargement  of  the  date  appears  to  show  some 
evidence  of  doubling  under  the  crossbar  ofthe  4  and  under  the  0.  Perhaps  another 
example  of  this  variety  will  show  better  evidence  of  this  feature. 

Linkage  of  the  V-2  and  V-10  reverses  by  common  characteristics  is  as  follows: 

1 .  Die  crack  from  a  denticle  through  edge  of  U  of  UNITED  to  top  of  a  leaf  and  stem. 

2.  Die  crack  from  denticle  to  right  ribbon. 

3.  Die  crack  from  between  two  denticles  through  edge  of  second  A  of  AMERICA 
to  a  leaf  tip. 

4.  A  light  die  crack  from  rim  to  first  T  of  STATES. 

The  V-1 0  coin  appears  to  show  a  light  die  crack  from  the  right  stem  and  another 
connecting  the  left  ribbon  and  stem.  Neither  of  these  cracks  appear  on  the  V-2 
marriage.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  V-10  marriage  was  struck  after  the  V-2 
marriage. 

We  have  been  making  brief  summary  descriptions  of  new  marriages.  It  is  a  useful 
practice  and  we  would  like  to  see  it  continued  and  extended.  A  description  for  the 
V-10  variety  might  be  as  follows: 
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1840-O  V-10Half  Dime 

Obv.  SL-5.  Later  state  of  the  die  used  for  the  V-9  and  V-6  marriages.  Doubling  of 
three  points  of  star  1  and  crack  from  rim  to  bottom  of  rock  the  same  as  on 
earlier  die  uses.  A  die  crack  from  rim  to  point  of  star  10.  The  shield  point  is 
located  to  the  left  of  the  8  in  the  date. 

Rev.  A  later  use  of  V-2  die.  Additional  die  crack  at  right  ribbon  and  another  between 
left  ribbon  and  left  stem.  Die  cracks  from  rim  through  first  and  second  A's  in 
AMERICA  to  leaf  clusters.  Reverse  rotated  slightly  by  approximately  15 
degrees. 

Kevin  Zeitler  —  One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  die  variety  research  is 
that  you  can  never  take  for  granted  that  there  will  be  only  one  die  marriage  for  any 
given  variety,  such  as  the  1840-O  Medium  O  half  dime.  Even  today,  after  all  these 
years,  after  studies  by  many  numismatic  scholars,  we  have  identified  a  new  Medium 
O  marriage.  And  it  was  there  all  along,  just  waiting  for  someone  to  come  along  and 
make  a  detailed  study  of  enough  coins  of  this  date.  You  never  know  what  will  turn 
up  when  comparing  examples  of  what  are  thought  to  be  coins  of  the  same  variety. 
As  collectors  and  researchers  we  need  to  question  the  assumptions  of  the  past  and 
document  our  findings  for  accuracy  and  for  use  in  future  numismatic  studies. 

Jack  Marston  —  Summary.  The  real  significance  in  the  identification  of  the  V-1 0 
variety  is  that  we  have  another  historic  example  where  the  early  coiners  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint  utilized  the  older  style  V-2  reverse  with  an  obverse  that  had  been 
previously  mated  with  the  newer  style  V-e  reverse.  The  1 840-O  Medium  0  half  dime 
is  a  scarce  variety  to  begin  with,  and  now  we  have  two  marriages  to  search  for.  Only 
with  time  will  we  be  able  to  determine  the  availability  of  the  newly  identified  V-10 
variety. 

The  photographs  of  the  1840-O  half  dimes  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney.  We 
greatly  appreciate  his  generosity  in  providing  these  excellent  pictures  for  presen- 
tation with  this  article. 
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Telephone  (303)  215-0806 
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A  Comprehensive  Study  of  Proof  1856 
Small  Date  Dimes 

by 

Joey  Lamonte 

I  have  monitored  the  auction  appearances  for  1856  proof  Seated  coins  since 
1 989.  From  this  study,  I  have  found  the  1 856  dime  to  be  the  second  most  readily 
available  proof  Seated  coin  from  this  year  based  on  auction  appearances.  This 
however,  does  not  make  1 856  proof  dimes  common,  since  all  proof  coins  prior  to 
1858  are  considered  to  be  rare. 

There  have  been  twelve  1 856  proof  dimes  sold  at  auction  since  1 989.  Over  half 
of  these  coins  have  come  from  old  collections.  One  1 856  proof  dime  was  sold  from 
the  Harry  Warshaw  collection  in  1 989.  This  collection  had  a  proof  half  dime,  dime, 
quarter  and  half  dollar  of  every  year  from  1 856  to  1 891 .  In  1 990,  one  proof  1 856  dime 
came  from  the  James  Stack,  Sr  collection  and  another  came  from  the  Lovejoy 
collection.  There  were  two  pieces  sold  in  1 992,  both  from  the  Floyd  Starr  collection. 
In  1993  the  only  piece  sold  came  from  the  Reed  Hawn  collection.  The  only  1856 
proof  dime  sold  in  1 996  was  the  Gem  that  was  sold  from  the  Eliasberg  collection. 
The  frequency  of  auction  appearances  for  1856  proof  dimes  over  the  last  eight 
years  is  given  in  the  table  below: 

Frequency  of  Appearance  at  Auction 

1856  Proof  Dimes 


Year 

Frequency 

Year 

Frequency 

1989 

3 

1993 

1 

1990 

3 

1994 

0 

1991 

0 

1995 

2 

1992 

2 

1996 

1 

1856  Proof  Dime,  the  Robison  Coin 
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Walter  Breen  estimated  that  30  to  35  proof  dimes  were  struck  in  1 856  in  his  work 
on  early  proof  coins.  The  PCGS  population  report  estimates  that  50  proof  dimes 
were  minted  in  this  year.  I  believe  that  a  mintage  of  40  coins  would  be  a  more 
reasonable  estimate  based  upon  the  PCGS  and  NGC  population  reports  and 
auction  records  from  the  past. 

The  July  1 996  PCGS  population  report  for  the  1 856  proof  dime  shows  a  total  of 
1 5  coins  graded  while  NGC  has  graded  just  7  coins.  Since  July  1 990,  PCGS  has 
only  graded  4  additional  1 856  dimes  in  proof  while  NGC  has  graded  only  3  more 
coins.  Thus,  over  the  last  six  years  only  7  additional  1 856  proof  dimes  have  been 
graded  by  the  two  major  services. 

In  1990  I  noticed  that  three  of  the  denticles  between  4  and  5  o'clock  on  the 
obverse  were  flat  on  the  two  1856  proof  dimes  that  I  owned.  During  the  last  six  years, 
I  have  observed  this  characteristic  on  every  1 856  proof  dime  that  has  appeared  at 
auction.  If  I  was  not  able  to  view  a  coin  myself,  Douglas  Winter  was  asked  to  verify 
that  the  piece  had  the  flat  denticles  on  the  obverse. 

At  the  1991  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago,  I  saw  the  fabulous  Pittman  proof  sets 
that  were  on  display.  His  1 856  proof  dime  also  had  the  flat  denticles.  I  saw  the  ANS 
proof  coins  in  1 992  and  their  1 856  dime  also  had  the  flat  denticles.  The  photograph 
of  the  1 856  proof  dime  in  Brian  Greer's  book  on  the  Seated  dime  series  also  has  the 
flat  denticles.  In  addition  to  the  flat  denticles,  all  1 856  proof  dimes  have  a  doubled 
obverse.  The  doubling  is  most  obvious  at  the  bottom  of  the  skirt  and  along  the  edge 
of  the  ribbon  on  the  shield.  Finally,  the  line  described  by  Breen  in  his  encyclopedia 
from  the  R  to  the  border  on  the  reverse  has  been  visible  on  all  of  the  1856  proof 
dimes  that  I  have  examined. 


1856  Proof  Dime,  Doubled  Die  Obverse  with  Flat  Denticles 
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In  his  encyclopedia,  Breen  mistakenly  states  that  all  doubled  obverse  1856 
dimes  are  proofs.  I  spoke  with  Breen  aboutthis  and  he  said  that  there  were  mint  state 
as  well  as  proof  coins  with  the  doubling.  He  indicated  that  the  error  was  realized  too 
late  to  be  corrected  in  his  encyclopedia.  The  only  AU  doubled  die  obverse  1856 
dime  that  I  have  seen  was  offered  as  a  proof.  But  the  coin  was  obviously  a  business 
strike  and  the  denticles  were  fully  struck  around  the  entire  coin. 

LSCC  members  should  check  their  1 856  Small  Date  dimes.  Was  the  1 856  proof 
obverse  die  used  on  business  strikes  of  this  year?  Are  there  any  1 856  impaired  proof 
dimes  that  can  be  verified  as  proofs  by  the  flat  denticles?  I  would  be  happy  to 
correspond  with  any  members  who  wish  to  report  on  their  findings. 

Pictured  with  this  article  is  the  Robison  coin  auctioned  by  Stack's  in  1982.  This 
coin  can  be  identified  by  the  toning  around  the  edges  near  the  stars  on  the  obverse, 
and  the  flatly  struck  leaves  on  the  reverse  above  and  to  the  left  of  the  O  in  ONE.  There 
is  also  a  lint  mark  to  the  right  of  the  date  on  the  obverse.  This  coin  is  graded  PCGS 
Proof-63  with  light  toning  around  the  edges  on  obverse  and  reverse. 

The  second  coin  pictured  is  a  brilliant  proof  1 856  dime  graded  Proof-64  by  NGC. 
This  coin  is  sharply  struck  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  It  clearly  shows  the  flat 
denticles  to  the  right  of  the  date  and  the  die  doubling  at  the  bottom  of  the  skirt  and 
along  the  edge  of  the  ribbon  on  the  shield. 


1856  Proof  Dime,  Graded  NGC  Proof-64 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  1 997.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00  AM  on  Friday,  January  1 0, 1 997  in 
Orlando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Convention  Center  in  Orlando  with  the  location  of  the  meeting  being  announced  in 
the  convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

The  Editor 
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A  Fascinating  1876-CC  Half  Dollar 

by 

Michael  T.  Williams 


Shortly  after  reading  Paul  Brill's  article  on  the  1 876-CC  half  dollar  in  Issue  #65 
of  the  journal,  I  purchased  a  very  pretty  1 876-CC  half  dollar  in  a  PCGS  AU-53  holder. 
I  believe  this  coin  to  be  an  example  of  the  WB-1 03  variety  with  die  crack  above  RICA. 
This  beautiful  piece  is  semi-prooflike  and  quite  colorful  with  toning  in  blues,  reds, 
yellows  and  russets.  The  more  I  studied  this  coin,  the  more  interesting  character- 
istics I  discovered.  There  are  die  cracks,  recut  stars,  strike  doubling  and  a  number 
of  lightly  impressed  horizontal  lines  including  one  blunt  horizontal  impression  atthe 
forehead  that  resembles  a  headband.  Specific  characteristics  are  as  follows: 

OBVERSE 

1 .  There  is  a  light  crack  running  through  stars  2  to  6. 

2.  Another  light  crack  originates  between  Miss  Liberty's  head  and  star  8.  It  runs 
through  the  cap  and  continues  through  the  stars  to  star  13. 

3.  Stars  2,  3,  4,  1 0,  11  and  1 2  show  re-cutting  around  some  of  their  points. 
REVERSE 

1 .  There  is  a  light  crack  from  the  denticles  to  the  top  of  U  in  UNITED. 

2.  A  light  crack  runs  through  AM  in  AMERICA. 

3.  A  lumpy  die  crack  connects  the  top  of  RIC  in  AMERICA. 

4.  Another  crack  runs  from  the  open  center  of  the  C,  across  the  A  at  the  crossbar, 
across  the  tips  of  arrowheads  2  and  3  to  the  top  of  the  L  in  DOL. 

5.  The  vertical  shield  lines  appear  to  be  doubled. 

6.  Twenty  four  of  the  letters  in  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  are 
doubled. 

I 


I  acquired  this  coin  quite  by  accident.  Several  days  before  attending  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Convention  in  April,  I  dropped  by  David  Nelkin's  Eugene  Coin  and 
Jewelry  Store  for  a  visit.  While  there,  I  asked  Ken  Burdick  if  there  were  any  new  slab 
arrivals.  He  slipped  into  the  back  room  and  returned  with  this  gorgeous  1876-CC 
half  dollar. 

I  liked  the  coin  immediately.  It  soon  became  apparent thatthis  was  a  coin  that  Ken 
had  purchased  years  ago  for  his  personal  collection  and  that  this  was  now  his  one 
remaining  U.S.  coin.  I  was  especially  honored  to  have  the  opportunity  to  be  the 
current  steward  of  this  beautiful  coin. 


1876-CC  WB-103  Half  Dollar,  Die  Crack  Through  RIC 


BUY  -  SELL  -  TRADE  -  TALK  ABOUT  -  DREAM  ABOUT 
LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 


Dennis  Garstang  •  LSCC  #481 

Box  670 
Belle,  Missouri  65013 
Telephone  (573)  364-5095  evenings 


11 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1 839  ND,  XF-45,  beautiful  toning ....  $700 

1839      ND,AU-50    1350 

1839  Drapery,  AU-50    240 

1840  Small  Letters,  VF-20,  original  . .  69 
1840  Small  Letters,  AU-50    220 

1840-  O  Small  o,VF-25,WB-103   63 

1841-  0  AU-50    200 

1842  Small  date,  AU-50    375 

1842-  0  Small  Date,  XF-40    4000 

1843  XF-40    45 

1843-  0  XF-40    79 

1844-  0  VF-35    60 

1844-  0  AU-55    235 

1845  XF-40,  highly  lustrous   150 

1845-  0  No  Drapery,  VF-20   94 

1846  Tall  Date,  XF-40,  WB-1 06    110 

1846-  0  Medium  Date,  XF   83 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  VG-8   275 

1846-0  TallDate,F-1 2,  original   330 

1847  AU-50,  recut7,WB-103   145 

1848-  0  VF-25    40 

1849-  0  XF-40    97 

1851  AU-50    725 

1852  AU-50    900 

1852-  0  XF-40,  multicolored  toning  ....  475 

1853  A&R,  XF-40,  original    220 

1853-  0  A&R,  VF-20,  flat  strike   65 

1854  VG-8,  dark    19 

1854-  0  XF-40    82 

1855  VF-30    52 

1855  XF-45    110 

1855-  0  XF-40    85 

1856  VF-30,  ANACS  cachet   60 

1856-  0  VF-20    35 

1 856-  0  Doubled  Date,  WB-1 02,  XF-45  .  75 

1857  XF-45,  obverse  rim  pinch    50 

1857-  0  F-12,  dark  toning   35 

1858-  0  F-12,  original    32 

1858-  S  XF-45,  errant  8  in  rock,  WB-1 03  245 
1 859  MS-60,  charcoal  &  purple  toning  350 

1859-  0  VF-30    39 

1859-S  Medium  S,  VF-30,  WB-102  ....  80 

1859-S   Large  S,  AU-50   225 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1860  AU-50,  lustrous  &  sharp   $195 

1860-O  AU-50,  Type  II  reverse   155 

1860-S  Mediums,  WB-1 02,  VF-20, 

original   51 

1860-  S  Large  S,  AU-50   205 

1861  AU-50   110 

1861-  0  AU-50   198 

1861-  S  Large  S,  XF-40,  cleaned   98 

1862  VF-30    85 

1 862-  S  Medium  S,  AU-55,  WB-1 02  ... .  235 

1863  AU-50    230 

1863-  S  Small  wide  broken  s,  XF-40  ...  75 

1864  VF-25,  original   69 

1864-  S  VF-30,  ANACS  cachet   55 

1865  PCI  AU-50   250 

1865-  S  VF-30    56 

1866-  S  No  Motto,  VF-20   375 

1 867  AU-50,  small  mark  on  shield  ...  210 

1868  AU-50,  deeply  toned,  nice   310 

1868-  S  VF-30    43 

1869  XF-40    84 

1869-  S  VF-25    48 

1 870  XF-40,  gold  &  gray  toning   98 

1870-  CC  G-4,  evenly  worn   440 

1871-  S  AU-50   195 

1872  VF-30    42 

1872-  S  AU-50,  beautiful  mottled  toning  325 

1873  Large  Arrows,  WB-1 06,  AU-50  .  275 

1 873-  CC  N A,  VF-20,  nicely  toned   500 

1873-  S  XF-45    395 

1874  XF-45    175 

1874-  S  Small  wide  s,  XF-40    265 

1875-  S  Very  small  s,  VF-25   52 

1876-  S  AU-55    200 

1877  XF-40,  closed  bud  variety   50 

1878  XF-40    85 

1 878-CC  AU-50,  very  sharp  strike   2950 

1883  AU-50    430 

1884  AU-50    475 

1887  AU-50    665 

1889  XF-40    350 

1889  AU-50   415 

1891  AU-50,  strong  strike   225 


TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  15  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in 
unopened  holders.  Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

COIN  WON  COMPANY  •  LSCC  #1283 

P.O.  Box  161 
Buffalo,  New  York  14221 
FAX/Telephone  (716)  688-9049 
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Rediscovering  the  1871-S  Half  Dime 

by 

Stephen  A.  Grain 

The  standard  reference  book  on  United  States  half  dimes^  by  Daniel  W.  Valentine 
can  be  quite  frustrating  for  the  serious  die  variety  collector  to  use  in  the  attribution 
of  his  coins.  While  this  book  makes  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  study  of  the  half 
dime  series,  many  of  the  diagnostic  descriptions  for  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies 
are  both  vague  and  ambiguous,  particularly  for  the  post  Civil  War  issues.  There  is 
a  discernible  trend  toward  brevity  and  lack  of  specificity  in  the  author's  variety 
descriptions  toward  the  end  of  the  series.  This  becomes  most  evident  when 
comparing  his  typical  paragraph  long  descriptions  for  many  of  the  early  Bust 
varieties  with  the  often  terse  three  word  and  four  word  phrases  that  cryptically 
describe  many  of  the  later  issues.  One  can  almost  sense  that  Dr.  Valentine  may  have 
been  responding  to  a  pressing  publication  deadline,  and  hurried  to  complete  his 
research  on  time.  But  perhaps  he  was  responding  to  an  even  more  ominous 
deadline,  when  he  published  his  work  in  1 931 ,  only  months  before  his  death  in  1 932. 
As  a  medical  professional,  he  may  have  been  aware  of  his  imminent  demise  as  he 
hastened  to  complete  his  work.  Whatever  the  reason,  many  of  the  variety  descrip- 
tions for  the  later  issues  are  too  imprecise  to  allow  accurate  attributions,  and  thus 
have  contributed  to  much  confusion  on  the  part  of  variety  collectors  over  the  years. 


Relationship  of  Date  Numerals  to  Denticles 
First  1  centered  over  right  edge  of  denticle 
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One  example  of  Dr.  Valentine's  succinct  and  ambiguous  variety  descriptions 
appears  in  his  characterization  of  the  1 871  -S  half  dime.  According  to  Valentine  and 
several  other  contemporary  researchers,  this  date  is  represented  by  just  one  die 
marriage.  Valentine  described  this  variety  as  follows: 

1 .  Obv.  Tall,  compact  date;  slightly  low. 

Rev.  Small  S  high  in  wreath.  Both  ends  of 

tibbon  (sic)  are  clear. 

It  is  little  wonder  that  no  new  varieties  of  the  1 871  -S  half  dime  have  subsequently 
been  reported,  and  that  all  examples  of  this  date  presently  in  collections  have  been 
identified  as  the  V-1  variety.  Virtually  all  half  dimes  in  the  series  would  ascribe  to 
such  an  equivocal  and  obscure  description. 

Fortunately,  in  addition  to  his  verbal  descriptions.  Dr.  Valentine  left  a  photo- 
graphic record  of  his  beloved  half  dimes.  From  a  detailed,  microscopic  study  of 
these  photographic  plates^,  sufficient  data  may  be  derived  to  obtain  specific 
attributions  for  each  of  his  designated  varieties. 

An  analysis  of  the  1 871  -S  V-1  plate  coin  from  the  Valentine  book  has  yielded  the 
following  identifying  diagnostics  for  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  this  die  variety. 

1871-S  V-1  Half  Dime 

Obv  1 .  Shield  line,  SL-9.  Shield  point  is  located  over  the  flag  of  the  first  1 ,  to  the  left 
of  the  left  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  first  1 .  Skirt  bulla  is  well  to  the  right  of 
the  center  of  the  7.  Left  serif  of  the  first  1  is  aligned  with  the  right  edge  of  a 
denticle.  The  first  1  is  centered  over  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  8  is 
centered  over  the  left  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  7  is  centered  over  the  right  side 
of  a  denticle.  The  second  1  is  centered  over  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle. 

Rev  A.  The  San  Francisco  mintmark  is  0.7mm  high  and  is  not  filled.  The  mintmark 
is  centered  underthe  left  upright  of  the  M  in  the  denomination.  There  is  a  die 
crack  from  the  rim  to  the  oak  leaf  at  K4. 

A  similar  detailed  analysis  of  examples  of  the  1 871  -S  half  dime  in  the  author's 
collection  has  identified  one  new  obverse  die  and  one  new  reverse  die,  paired  in 
various  marriages  representing  three  varieties  for  this  low  mintage  issue.  Obverse 
and  reverse  diagnostics  for  these  new  varieties  are  as  follows: 

1871-S  V-2  Half  Dime 

Obv  1 .  Shield  line,  SL-9.  Shield  point  is  located  over  the  flag  of  the  first  1 ,  to  the  left 
of  the  left  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  first  1 .  Skirt  bulla  is  well  to  the  right  of 
the  center  of  the  7.  Left  serif  of  the  first  1  is  aligned  with  the  right  edge  of  a 
denticle.  The  first  1  is  centered  over  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  8  is 
centered  overthe  left  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  7  is  centered  over  the  right  side 
of  a  denticle.  The  second  1  is  centered  over  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle. 

Rev  B.  The  San  Francisco  mintmark  is  0.7mm  high  and  it  is  filled.  The  right  side  of  the 
mintmark  aligns  with  the  right  side  of  the  foot  of  the  left  upright  of  the  M.  There 
are  no  die  cracks.  The  same  reverse  as  used  for  the  unique  1 870-S  half  dime. 
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1871-S  V-3  Half  Dime 

Obv  2.  Shield  line,  SL-1 0.  Shield  point  is  located  over  the  tip  of  the  flag  of  the  first 
1 .  Shirt  bulla  is  just  to  the  right  of  the  center  of  the  7.  Left  serif  of  the  first  1 
aligns  with  the  left  side  of  a  denticle.  The  first  1  is  centered  over  the  left  edge 
of  a  denticle.  The  8  is  centered  over  a  denticle.  The  7  is  centered  over  the 
right  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  second  1  is  centered  over  the  space  between 
two  denticles.  There  is  a  die  line  in  the  obverse  shield. 

Rev  A.  The  San  Francisco  mintmark  is  0.7mm  high  and  is  not  filled.  The  mintmark 
is  centered  underthe  left  upright  of  the  M  in  the  denomination.  There  is  a  die 
crack  from  the  rim  to  the  oak  leaf  at  K4.  There  is  a  die  crack  from  the  rim  to 
the  maple  leaf  at  K8.  There  is  a  die  crack  from  the  left  ribbon  near  K6.  There 
is  a  die  crack  that  runs  between  the  two  ribbons. 


1871-S  V-2  Half  Dime 


1871-S  V-3  Half  Dime 
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These  descriptions  indicate  the  use  of  two  obverse  dies  and  two  reverse  dies, 
which  were  combined  as  shown  in  the  following  diagram: 


Obverse  2  and  Reverse  B  are  both  new  discoveries,  to  the  author's  knowledge, 
and  have  not  been  discussed  elsewhere  in  the  available  literature.  Accordingly,  new 
sequential  Valentine  numbers  have  been  assigned,  and  appear  for  the  first  time  in 
the  above  chart. 


Although  Valentine  makes  no  mention  of  the  die  cracks  or  other  die  state 
information  for  the  1 871  -S  half  dime,  it  is  evident  from  his  photographic  plates  that 
the  reverse  die  of  his  V-1  variety  has  a  die  crack  from  the  rim  to  the  oak  leaf  at  K4. 
The  newly  discovered  V-3  variety,  with  the  same  Reverse  A,  also  shows  this  die 
crack,  now  somewhat  enlarged.  The  new  V-3  variety  also  has  an  additional  die 
crack  from  the  rim  to  the  maple  leaf  at  K8,  and  a  faint  die  crack  from  the  left  ribbon 
to  the  rim  near  K6.  A  very  faint  die  crack  connects  the  two  ribbon  ends,  and 
continues  from  the  right  ribbon  to  the  rim  at  K5.  Reverse  B,  on  the  V-2  variety  shows 
no  evidence  of  die  cracks,  although  this  reverse  die  has  been  clashed  with  the 
inverted  impression  of  Miss  Liberty's  head  visible  between  the  two  ribbon  ends. 
Further  evidence  of  die  clashing  is  visible  to  the  right  of  the  F  in  HALF  and  within  the 
wreath  at  the  upper  left. 

Neither  obverse  die  shows  any  evidence  of  die  cracks,  but  both  obverses  have 
weaknesses,  perhaps  from  die  lapping.  Obverse  1  on  the  V-2  variety  is  extremely 
weak  at  the  elbow,  waist  and  pole,  while  Obverse  2  on  the  V-3  variety  is  weak  at  T2 
and  T3.  The  top  of  D1  is  complete  on  both  dies,  evidently  having  been  repaired. 

In  his  encyclopedia^  Walter  Breen  indicates  that  the  reverse  die  used  on  the 
1 871  -S  V-1  half  dime  is  the  same  as  the  die  used  on  the  unique  1 870-S  half  dime. 
Al  BIythe  makes  the  same  statement  in  his  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  reference  book^ 
This  information  would  now  appear  to  be  incorrect.  Perhaps  the  only  truly  distin- 
guishing feature  that  is  useful  in  identifying  the  different  Liberty  Seated  reverse  dies 
is  the  relative  size  and  placement  of  the  mintmark.  These  mintmarks  were  punched 
into  individual  working  dies  by  hand  while  other  design  features  were  cloned  from 
a  master  hub.  Microscopic  analysis  of  the  original  Valentine  photographic  plate  for 
the  1 871  -S  V-1  variety  shows  the  mintmark  to  be  perfectly  centered  under  the  left 
upright  of  the  M  in  the  denomination.  The  mintmark  is  0.7mm  high  and  is  not  filled. 
However,  the  enlarged  photograph  of  the  1 870-S  half  dime  on  page  142  of 
Collective  Volume  Number  Three  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  shows  a  mintmark  that 
is  filled  and  is  not  precisely  centered  under  the  left  upright  of  the  M.  Rather,  the  right 
side  of  the  mintmark  on  the  1 870-S  half  dime  is  aligned  with  the  right  side  of  the  foot 
of  the  left  upright  of  the  M,  as  illustrated  in  the  accompanying  photograph  of  Reverse 
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B  on  the  new  V-2  variety.  Thus,  the  reverse  die  used  forthe  unique  1 870-S  half  dime 
was  later  used  to  strike  1 871  -S  half  dimes,  but  not  to  produce  the  V-1  variety.  Rather, 
the  reverse  was  used  to  produce  the  newly  identified  V-2  variety. 

From  a  study  of  Mint  records,  Walter  Breen  determined  that  four  pairs  of  dies 
were  delivered  to  San  Francisco  for  the  production  of  1 871  -S  half  dimes^  With  a 
mintage  of  only  1 61 ,000  pieces,  past  researchers  have  been  content  to  assume  that 
only  one  pair  of  dies  was  ever  used,  resulting  in  the  identification  of  but  one  variety 
for  this  date.  Two  obverse  dies  and  two  reverse  dies  have  now  been  identified  for 
this  date  with  a  total  of  three  varieties  now  known  to  exist.  The  identification  of 
additional  varieties  for  this  date  is  still  a  realistic  possibility. 

It  is  premature  to  make  any  estimates  of  relative  rarity  forthe  three  varieties  of  the 
1 871  -S  half  dime  identified  at  this  point.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  additional 
examples  of  both  of  the  newly  discovered  varieties  reside  in  member  collections, 
no  doubt  attributed  as  the  V-1  variety  due  to  lack  of  adequate  attribution  information. 
Indeed,  it  appears  that  the  plate  coin  in  Al  BIythe's  book.  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  is  actually  an  example  of  the  V-3  marriage. 

The  1871-S  half  dime  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  difficult  date  to  obtain  in 
grades  of  EF-AU  or  better.  Only  37  pieces  of  this  date  were  reported,  in  all  grades, 
in  the  most  recent  LSCC  half  dime  census,  making  it  the  thirteenth  scarcest  issue 
overall.  Only  after  collectors  have  had  an  opportunity  to  study  the  information  in  this 
article  and  review  the  pieces  in  their  own  collections  will  an  accurate  picture  of  the 
availability  of  the  three  varieties  develop. 

I  would  ask  that  you  take  a  closer  look  at  the  1871-S  V-1  half  dime  in  your 
collection,  it  might  actually  be  an  example  of  a  different  marriage.  I  would  be 
interested  to  hear  about  the  identification  of  any  additional  examples  of  either  the 
V-2  or  V-3  varieties.  I  would  also  be  interested  in  any  comments  regarding  this  article 
and  the  new  varieties  that  I  have  discussed.  Indeed,  I  would  be  delighted  to  hear 
from  anyone  with  an  example  of  the  V-1  variety  for  sale  or  trade,  since,  ironically, 
this  is  the  only  marriage  I  cannot  seem  to  locate. 

I  wouldliketothankTom  Mulvaneyforprovidingthephotographsof  my  1871-S  half 
dimes  that  were  used  in  this  article.  Tom's  generosity  and  unsurpassed  craftsman- 
ship as  a  numismatic  photographer  have  greatly  assisted  in  the  presentation  of  high 
quality  articles  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
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A  Working  Hub  Die  Gouge  on  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


by 

Larry  Rausch 

While  studying  an  1883  Liberty  Seated  dime  I  detected  a  die  gouge  on  the 
reverse  of  the  coin  located  at  about  the  5  o'clock  position.  This  die  gouge  is  clearly 
visible  in  the  field  between  the  ribbon  end  and  the  oak  leaf  and  resembles  a  check 
mark  on  its  side.  I  found  that  a  number  of  other  1 883  dimes  from  different  varieties 
had  this  gouge  prompting  me  to  look  at  pieces  from  other  years.  To  my  surprise, 
I  quickly  found  the  defect  on  an  1 884  dime.  A  more  detailed  study  revealed  that  the 
defect  appeared  on  the  reverses  of  dimes  over  a  period  of  many  years.  A  list  of  the 
varieties  for  which  this  defect  has  been  found  isgiven  below.  All  of  these  coins  have 
the  Type  2  reverse.  The  Denticle  Ruler  Identification  Method  was  first  described  by 
Gerry  Fortin  in  Issue  #56of  the  journal.  His  article  has  been  reprinted  beginning  on 
page  305  of  the  Collective  Volume  Number  Four  of  the  journal. 

It  was  surprising  to  find  that  this  die  gouge  appeared  on  multiple  varieties  over 
a  period  of  many  years.  This  indicates  that  the  gouge  was  located  on  one  of  the 
working  hubs  for  the  series  and  that  the  mint  used  a  defective  working  hub  for  a 
period  of  many  years  without  replacing  it.  The  explanation  might  be  that  the  working 
dies  were  all  made  at  the  same  time  and  that  the  dies  were  all  stored  until  needed. 
There  are  many  other  varieties  during  these  years  on  which  this  gouge  does  not 
appear.  This  indicates  that  multiple  working  hubs  were  used  at  the  mint  for  the 
Seated  dime  series.  Does  anybody  know  how  many  working  hubs  were  used  at  the 
mint  during  this  period  to  strike  Seated  dimes? 


Die  Gouge  at  5  o'clock  Position  on  Seated  Dime  Reverse  i 
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Liberty  Seated  Dimes  with  Reverse  Die  Gouge 


Date          Variety  Comments 

1 876  A-4  Shield  Position,  SP-8.  Denticle  Ruler,  DR-1 L 

Small  knob  on  6,  S&O  broken. 

1877  -  SP-7,  DR-OC.  Die  crack  between  ribbons. 

1877-CC        A-5  SP-8.5,  DR-1  B2.  Crack  through  date,  through 

STATES,  head,  OF  AMERICA  to  toe. 

1877-CC        A-13  SP-8.  First  S  broken. 

1 877-CC        A-1 6  SP-7.5,  DR-1  L.  Last  7  recut.  Crack  through  date. 

Broken  S,  partial  0. 

1878  -  SP-7,  DR-OR. 

1878  -  SP-8,  DR-1  L 

1 879  A-2  SP-8,  DR-1  C.  Doubling  at  9  in  date. 

1 880  A-1  SP-6.5,  DR-OC.  Pendant  far  right  of  second  8. 

1881  A-2  SP-7.  DR-OC. 

1 882  A-2  SP-7,  DR-OR.  Recut  1  and  2,  top  of  2  chipped. 

1882  A-4  SP-6,  DR-N1C.  Top  of  2  chipped. 

1883  A-1  SP-8,  DR-1  C. 

1883  A-2  SP-6.5,  DR-OL  S&O  complete. 

1883  A-3  SP-8.5,  DR-1  C. 

1 883  A-4  SP-7,  DR-0B1 .  Bottom  part  of  3  broken  off. 

1883  A-5  SP-7.5,  DR-OC. 

1883  A-6  SP-7.5,  DR-0B1. 

1883  A-7  SP-7.5,  DR-OR. 

1884  A-1  SP-7,  DR-OC. 

1 884  A-2  SP-7.5,  DR-0B1 .  Weak  die  crack  through  OF 

AMERICA.  Crack  circles  reverse. 

1 884  GR-1 01  SP-6.5,  DR-OL  Repunched  4  shows  below  base. 

1 884-S  A-1  SP-7,  DR-OR.  Mintmark  0.3mm  below  bow  knot. 

Mintmark  1 .0mm  high. 

1 884-S  A-2  SP-7,  DR-OR.  Mintmark  0.5mm  below  bow  knot. 

Mintmark  0.8mm  high. 

1885  A-2  SP-6.5,  DR-OL 

1 886  GR-1 03  Recut  1 886,  boldly  over  1 8. 

1 886-S  A-1  SP-7,  DR-OC.  Clean  mintmark. 

1 886-S  A-2  SP-7,  DR-OC.  Obverse  of  A-1 ,  mintmark  filled. 

1 890  A-2  SP-7,  DR-OR.  Crack  at  first  S  in  STATES,  crack 

from  right  leaf  to  ribbon. 
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This  die  gouge  appears  in  ten  different  photographs  in  the  Ahwash  dime  book 
but  only  in  the  description  of  the  1 886-S  A-2  variety  does  Ahwash  make  mention  of 
the  gouge.  Here  he  states,  "There  is  a  defect  between  the  right  ribbon  and  the  leaf." 
This  gouge  can  also  be  seen  on  an  1886  dime  on  page  161  of  the  Greer  book  on 
the  Seated  dime  series. 

I  would  like  to  thank  John  McCloskey,  John  Potts  and  Gerry  Fortin  for  reviewing 
their  collections  and  identifying  coins  with  this  die  gouge.  Please  review  your 
collection  and  let  me  know  if  you  find  coins  from  other  years  and  varieties  with  this 
defect.  Please  send  information  to:  Larry  Rausch,  P.O.  Box  134,  Rush,  New  York 
14543. 


On  The  Cover 

The  covers  of  this  issue  of  the  journal  present  pictures  of  an  1 866-S  No  Motto  half 
dollar  in  mint  state  condition.  This  coin  is  an  example  of  a  transitional  variety  that 
can  occur  when  the  mint  revises  the  design  of  either  the  obverse  or  the  reverse  die. 
In  this  case  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  inscribed  on  a  ribbon  and  added  to 
the  field  on  the  reverse  for  quarters  and  half  dollars  beginning  in  this  year.  For  this 
transitional  variety,  an  old  reverse  without  motto  was  used  to  strike  some  pieces  in 
1 866  even  though  new  reverse  dies  with  the  motto  were  sent  to  San  Francisco.  We 
know  that  this  was  an  old  reverse  die  because  1 865-S  half  dollars  are  known  to  have 
been  struck  from  this  reverse. 

The  reverse  of  this  variety  can  most  easily  be  recognized  by  the  placement  of  the 
mintmark.  The  S  mintmark  is  centered  under  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the 
branch  stem  and  is  about  equally  spaced  between  the  crotch  and  the  top  of  the  F 
in  HALF.  The  right  edge  of  the  S  mintmark  is  also  in  line  with  the  right  edge  of  the 
letter  F.  The  reverse  also  shows  a  die  crack  that  connects  the  top  of  the  letters  D  and 
S  and  then  runs  across  the  top  of  the  STA  in  STATES. 

The  coin  pictured  on  the  cover  is  from  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  collection  and 
was  sold  as  Lot  192  in  the  sale  of  the  Pryor  collection  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Inc.  on 
January  25,  1996.  In  the  catalogue,  this  coin  is  graded  MS-64.  It  is  also  described 
in  the  catalogue  as  having  ivory  satin  lustre  with  very  faint  splashes  of  golden  brown, 
it  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  interesting  variety. 

The  pictures  of  the  1 866-S  No  Motto  half  dollar  were  provided  by  Bowers  & 
Merena  Inc.  for  presentation  on  the  cover  of  the  journal. 

The  Editor 
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Larry  "Briggs  . . .  Liberty  Seated SpeciaCist,  and  "PCI  Coin 
grading  Service  are  offering  you  —  tfie  cofCector  and 
investor  —  an  e^aordinary  unique  &  valuabk 
opportunity  to  increase  the  coikctor  standing  of  your  coins! 

"Wfiat  better  way  to  fiavt  your  Liberty  Seated  Coins  attributed  than 
by  the.  person  who  has  had  an  unending  love  affair  with  Liberty  Seated 
Coins,  and  wrote  the  boo((^" Liberty  Seated  Quarters"  .  .  .  Mr  Larry 
(Briggs!  He  has  dedicatedmore  than  two-thirds  of  his  life  to  the  research, 
designation,  attribution  and  refinement  of  Seated  Coinage,  and  is 
considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  attributors  in  the  trade. 

The  years  Mr.  'Briggs  spent  and  continues  to  spend  on  research,  his 
individual  f^owiedge,  s^CC  and  practical  application  of  industry 
standards  can  now  be  yours!  These  features  and  benefits  wdCbe  directly 
applied  to  your  unique  coin(s)  when  you  submit  them  to  TCI  Coin 
Qrading,  Authentication,  and 'Encapsulation  Service. 


Your  coin(s)  will  be  returned  to  you  in  a  "SIGNATURE  SERIES"  holder.  The  Exclusive  Signature  of 
'Larry  Briggs'  will  be  shown  right  on  the  label,  along  with  a  consensus  grade  and  any  other  designa- 
tion that  might  apply  to  your  coin(s).  The  "SIGNATURE  SERIES"  holder  is  distinguished  by  a  special 
"printer's  ink"  lavender  color  and  is  unmistakable  among  an  infinite  sea  of  mundane  slabs. 


Always  a  special  treasure  from  TCI . . .  Tour  Coin  Qrading, 
Authentication  &  "Encapsulation  Service. 


Regular  "Signature  Series"  Service  Price  —  ^IS""  per  coin 
SPECIAL  PRICE  for  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL  SUBSCRIBERS  —  $15^°  per  coin 


Total  Coins  Enclosed 


.@  $15.00  each 


$ 


Insurance  Fees  (See  Chart) 


1 


PGJ 


Total  Amount  Enclosed 


$ 


PROCESSIHG  TIME  WILL  VARY 
AVERAGE  RETURM  DELIVERY  IS  THREE  TO  FOUR  WEEKS. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


We  offef  our  clients  a  choice  of  "Registered  U.S.  Mail"  or 
"2"  Day  Federal  Express"  at  no  extra  charge. 
Please  use  the  rates  listed  in  the  Coin  Insurance 
&  Return  Shipping  Chart  for  either  service. 

Please  specify  ileli»erf  preference: 
]  Federal  Express     U.S.  Mail 

corns  ARE  OHLY IHSURED  FOR  THE  "OWHER  S  DECLARED  VALOE" 
i  THE  FEE  ACTUALLY  FAID. 


STATE 


.ZIP 


DAY  PHONE 


CREDIT  CARD  / 


,  EXP  DATE  _/  l_ 


CARD  HOLDER'S  SIGNATURE 


COIN  INSURANCE  &  RETURN  SHIPPING  FEES 


$     0  00  10  S  100 

t  100.01  to  {  500 

$  500.01  to  tlOOO 

$1000.01  to  $2000 

$2000.01  to  $3000 

$3000.01  to  $4000 

$4000.01  to  $5000 

$5000.01  to  $6000 


6.75 
7.28 
7.88 
8.55 
9.23 
9.90 
$10.58 
$11.25 


$  6000.01  to  $  7000 

$  7000.01  to  $  8000 

$  8000.01  to  $  9000 

$  9000.01  to  $10,000 

$10,000.01  to  $15,000 

$15,000.01  to  $20,000 

$20,000.01  to  $22,000 

$22,000.01  lo  $25,000 


$11  93 
$12.60 
$13  28 
$13.95 
$17.95 
$21.95 
$24.95 
$28.75 


PCI 


—  4  Professional  Coin  Information,  Grading, 
Encapsulation  &  Authentication  Service 
P.O.  Box  8609  ■  Chattanooga,  TN  37414 
Our  Corporate  Office  Has  Moved  ■  Please  Call  For  Our  Street  Address 
As  Applicable  For  Federal  Express  or  United  Parcel  Service  Delivery 

1-800-277-2646 
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The  Liberty  Seated  Coins  from  1878  to  1891  Saw 

Extensive  Circulation 

by 

William  Cregan 

The  Liberty  Seated  coins  minted  from  1878  to  1891  saw  extensive  circulation 
during  an  important  period  in  American  history  when  our  nation  was  converting 
from  a  mainly  agrarian  economy  and  developing  into  a  major  industrial  power.  This 
conversion  affected  our  Liberty  Seated  coinage  as  it  worked  even  harder  to  serve 
as  a  medium  of  exchange  in  a  rapidly  growing  economy.  As  a  result,  many  issues 
from  these  years  are  difficult  to  find  in  sharp  circulated  grades. 

The  conversion  from  an  agrarian  economy  started  after  the  Civil  War.  With 
considerable  industry  still  in  place  after  a  buildup  during  the  war,  industrialization 
was  expanded  by  capitalists  who  built  railroads  that  helped  create  a  national  market 
for  many  products.  By  extending  rail  lines  into  every  corner  of  the  nation,  it  was 
possible  to  sell  a  finished  product  anywhere  within  the  country,  and  easier  to  obtain 
the  raw  matehals  necessary  to  manufacture  it. 

The  introduction  of  national  advertising  with  its  catchy  slogans  made  this  new, 
national  market  a  reality.  Products  such  as  citrus  fruits,  cigarettes,  soap,  and 
plumbing  fixtures  were  sold  to  millions  of  people  in  clever  campaigns  that  engulfed 
the  nation. 

Congress  also  helped  make  the  new  economy  possible  when  it  passed  the 
Specie  Resumption  Act  in  1875.  Specie  payments  were  scheduled  to  resume  on 
January  1,  1879,  by  building  up  a  gold  reserve.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  John 
Sherman  sold  bonds  for  gold,  and  built  up  gold  reserves  to  $1 00  million.  The  value 
ofthe  greenback  dollar,  expressed  in  terms  of  gold,  had  risen  from  89  cents  in  1875 
to  96  cents  by  1877.  Specie  resumption  resumed  well  before  the  target  date  and 
inflation  was  virtually  eliminated,  assisting  in  the  business  expansion.  Liberty 


A  Well  Circulated  1887  Half  Dollar 
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Seated  coinage  was  now  back  in  circulation  and  it  worked  hard.  It  was  no  longer 
the  local  coin  used  to  pay  the  candle  maker,  weaver,  or  blacksmith,  but  nowthe  coin 
of  the  realm,  spentto  buy  mass  marketed  goods  and  services,  such  as  ready  made 
clothes  and  life  insurance. 

Liberty  Seated  coinage  with  its  now  old  fashioned  neo-classical  design  circu- 
lated in  the  modern,  growing  cities,  with  their  telephones,  power  poles,  electric 
street  cars,  and  in  the  new  world  of  steel  with  skyscrapers  nearly  30  stories  high. 
One  of  the  outstanding  skyscrapers  of  the  1 890s  was  the  Park  Row  Building  in  New 
York  that  stood  at  28  stories,  making  it  a  landmark  of  its  time.  Inside,  an  1 889  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  could  have  been  spent  for  cigarettes  or  gum  in  the  Lobby  store  or 
it  might  have  been  used  for  lunch  in  the  employee's  cafeteria. 

Because  of  its  new  role  in  a  growing,  inflation  free  industrial  economy.  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  struck  from  1878  to  1891  was  never  hoarded,  it  was  spent.  Despite 
relatively  high  mintages  for  some  issues,  most  survivors  encountered  are  in  lower 
grades,  while  Liberty  Seated  issues  in  earlier  decades  were  often  hoarded. 

There  are  also  many  low  mintage  Liberty  Seated  issues  from  this  period.  The 
lower  mintage  quarters  and  half  dollars  from  1880  to  1885  were  saved  to  some 
extent,  but  after  that,  interest  in  preserving  examples  of  Liberty  Seated  issues 
evaporated.  All  1 886  to  1 890  quarters  and  halves  are  scarce,  and  some  exist  in  very 
low  grades.  This  attests  to  their  wide  circulation  at  the  end  of  the  last  century. 

Liberty  Seated  coins  from  1 878  to  1 891  circulated  during  an  interesting  time  in 
our  history.  The  result  of  their  heavy  usage  during  this  period  is  that  there  are  very 
few  choice  circulated  survivors  for  collectors  to  enjoy  a  century  later. 


HALF  DIMES 

1844      PCGS  MS-65,  Eliasberg 

specimen,  gorgeous   $1650 

1 847      NGC  MS-64,  golden  toning ....  350 

1865  NGC  MS-67,  white,  one  of  the 

finest  known   4500 

1 866  PCGS  MS-64,  a  scarce  Civil 

War  issue   1050 

DIMES 

1 841  -0  PCGS  MS-63,  Eliasberg  specimen, 

deep  toning   $1950 

1 856     Small  Date,  NGC  Proof-64,  a  very 

rare  issue,  deeply  toned   4850 

1 864-S   NGC  MS-64,  white,  very  scarce  in 

high  grades   2850 

1866-S  NGC  MS-64,  bold  s,  finest  known  4650 
1 870-S  PCGS  MS-65,  a  beautiful  gem 

with  light  toning   5000 

1 871  -CC  XF-45,  rough  surfaces   1 400 


DIMES 

1873  Arrows,  PCGS  MS-64,  light 

original  toning   $1500 

1874  NGC  MS-65,  blazing  white  ....  3375 
1874-CC  PCGS  VG-8,  original  gray, 

full  LIBERA   4850 

QUARTERS 

1841      NGC  AU-58,  prooflike,  mottled 

original  toning   $475 

1870-CC  PCGS  VF-20,  original 

medium  gray   8900 

1877-CC  PCGS  MS-64,  pure  white    850 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1852      NGC  MS-63,  lightly  toned, 

very  nice   $2150 

1 865      NGC  MS-63,  heavy  die  striations, 

lightly  toned   1200 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1 874-CC  NGC  MS-62,  mostly  white   $2250 


Carter  Numismatics  Ltd.  •  LSCC#1426 

First  Place  Tower  •  15  East  Fifth  Street  •  Suite  4024 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74103 
Telephone  1-800-817-2646 
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Better  Dates  #40 

This  list  contains  mostly  new  purchases,  with  some  old  friends,  many  rare  and  unusual.  Coins  are 
accurately  described,  fairly  priced.  Trades  will  be  considered.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 


HALF  DIMES 

1846  Good,  nice  gray  coloring    $170 

1847  AU++,  sharp,  lustrous,  faint  toning  115 

DIMES 

1845     VF++,  sharp,  nice  album  toning  $21 

1848  XF-AU,  sharp,  lustrous    75 

1859  XF,  cleaned,  nicely  retoned  ...  50 

1860  XF,  old  cleaning,  retoned,  scarce  35 

1861  VF-XF,  nice  gray,  choice  detail .  18 
1 861  XF,  Obverse  of  1 860,  light  toning  30 
1 861  -S   F,  cleaned,  retoned,  a  few  minor 

marks   105 

1866  VF,  scratches  in  right  obverse  field  .  425 
1 867-S  XF-AU,  cleaned,  retoned, 

bold  detail    175 

1871-  CC  F,  non-porous,  medium  gray,  some 

old  light  scratches,  mostly  visible 

with  glass   1200 

1872-  S  VF-XF,  cleaned,  retoned,  short 

scratch  on  obverse   80 

VG,  nice  gray   30 


QUARTERS 

1 867-S   Fine,  old  cleaning,  a  few  marks  $285 

1873-S   Fine,  old  light  cleaning   60 

1874     Fine,  two  tone  gray   30 

1874     VF,  short  hidden  marks  on  reverse  50 

1875-S   Fine,  light  gray   55 

1879     Fine,  deep  gray,  lighter  highlights  200 

HALF  DOLLARS 


1839 

1840 

1841 

1842-0 

1844-0 


$43 

29 
130 
55 


1874-S 


QUARTERS 


$80 


VG,  faint  obverse  rim  mark  

VG-F,  Small  Letters,  WB-1 04... 
VF,  old  cleaning,  a  few  marks . . 
VF-XF,  Medium  Date,  scarce  . . 
AG-G,  bold  doubled  date, 

bent,  clear  date  

VG,  WB-1 04,  extra  5  far  right  . . 

F,  WB-104,  extra5far  right .... 

G,  first  three  stars  polished  away 

F-I--I-,  old  light  cleaning  

VF,  nice  detail,  scarce  

XF,  old  light  cleaning,  retoning . 

G,  No  Motto,  even  wear   

VF-XF,  light  cleaning,  retoning  . 

1873-  00  Good,  No  Arrows,  cleaned, 
retoning   

1874-  00  VG-F,  cleaned,  retoning, 
railroad  track  reverse  

1880     VG+,  light  gray    200 

1888     Good,  old  light  cleaning   170 

SEATED  DOLLARS 


1845-0 

1845-0 

1847-0 

1850-O 

1860 

1861-0 

1866-S 

1868 


325 
120 
160 
15 
50 
53 
65 
62 
110 

110 

390 


1838     Abt.  XF,  cleaned,  retoned,  nice 
1842-0  Small  Date,  Good,  old  light 

cleaning   340 

1843     F-VF,  nice  light  gray   28 

1843  XF,  nice  gray,  some  luster  —  65 

1844  VF,  old  cleaning,  retoned   45 

1844  XF-AU,  light  cleaning,  retoned, 
some  light  reverse  roughness  .  60 

1845  VF,  Repunched  45,  nice 
medium  gray   45 

1845  XF,  beautiful  album  toning  —  70 
1845     XF-AU,  unlisted  obverse  die,  dipped  85 

1847     Fine,  cleaned,  retoned    25 

1847-0  F-VF,  cleaned,  retoned   55 

1851     XF,  cleaned,  retoned,  a  few 

light  marks   130 

1 855-S  VG-F,  smooth  gray  surface ....  35 

1857-S  VG,  old  cleaning,  retoned   110 

1865  Good,  light  cleaning,  light  scratch  46    jradE  DOLLARS 

1866  XF,  business  strike,  tiny  rim  mark  625    ^^^^^^     ^^^^^^^  ^e.g^se, 

1867  Fine,  old  cleaning,  retoned,  sharp  250  light  cleaning   $165 

All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  ANA  grading.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  on  all 
orders.  10  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original,  unopened  holders.  Layaway 
service  available.  Always  buying  better  dates  and  varieties.  Want  lists  solicited. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone  (415)  583-9908 


1844 

VF-XF,  deep  toning  hides 

field  scratches  

$190 

1849 

VG,  light  golden  gray,  faint  marks 

125 

1849 

F+,  a  few  circulation  marks  . . . 

165 

1850-O 

G-VG,  nice  original  gray  

190 

1859-S 

F-VF,  Initials  &  light  rim  marks 

on  both  sides  

275 

1862 

G-VG,  small  hole,  light  scratches 

275 

1864 

VG-F,  obverse  dig,  a  few  stray 

180 

1867 

F-VF,  holed  &  plugged,  rim  repair 

165 
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The  Gobrecht  Journal  Database 


by 

Dick  Osburn 

For  the  last  several  months  I  have  been  developing  a  database  which  can  serve 
as  a  quick  reference  to  articles  that  have  appeared  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  since 
its  inception  in  1 974.  Thefollowing  paragraphs  describe  the  database,  the  resulting 
capabilities,  and  the  services  that  are  available  to  LSCC  nriembers. 

CONTENT 

The  database  contains  one  or  more  lines  of  data  for  each  article,  letter.  Editor's 
insert,  or  photograph  which  has  appeared  in  the  journal.  A  part  of  this  listing  from 
Volume  Two  is  given  on  the  next  page.  The  individual  data  fields  provided  for  each 
line  are  defined  as  follows: 

1.  DEN  -  This  gives  the  denomination  of  the  coin  discussed  in  the  article.  The 
numbers  5,  10,  20,  25,  50,  and  100  are  used  to  indicate  half  dimes,  dimes, 
twenty  cent  pieces,  quarters,  half  dollars,  and  Seated  dollars  respectively.  The 
number  1 01  is  used  to  distinguish  Trade  dollars  from  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 

2.  DATE  -  This  gives  the  date  of  the  coin  discussed  in  the  article. 

3.  MINT  -  This  gives  the  mintmark  of  the  coin  discussed  in  the  article. 

4.  ARTICLE  -  This  is  the  title  of  the  article  as  it  appears  in  the  journal.  Letters  to  the 
Editor  are  titled  as  such,  with  an  appropriate  descriptive  title  added  to  identify 
the  subject  of  the  letter. 

5.  SUBJECT  -  Usually  blank,  this  is  used  to  classify  articles  on  a  particular  subject; 
for  example.  Errors,  Counterfeits,  or  History. 

6.  JOURNAL  DATE  -  This  is  the  date  of  the  issue  in  which  the  article  first  appeared. 

7.  AUTHOR  -  This  is  the  author's  name. 

8.  COLL  VOL  -  This  is  the  number  of  the  Collective  Volume  in  which  the  article  was 
appeared. 

9.  PAGE  -  This  identifies  the  first  page  of  the  article  in  the  Collective  Volume. 

1 0.  PICTURE  -  A  "YES"  indicates  that  the  article  included  one  or  more  pictures  of 
the  coin. 

Most  articles  focus  on  a  particular  coin.  Therefore,  a  combination  of  the  DEN, 
DATE  and  MINT  columns  will  describe  all  of  the  key  features  of  this  coin  except  the 
variety.  If  a  reference  is  made  to  more  than  one  coin  within  a  single  article,  the  entry 
is  repeated  until  all  coins  mentioned  within  the  article  are  listed  in  the  database.  By 
using  this  repetitive  approach,  I  can  ensure  that  any  sort  of  the  database  on  a 
particular  coin  will  find  all  articles  which  reference  that  coin. 

Many  articles  are  generic  with  respect  to  one  or  more  of  the  three  key  categories. 
The  term  "General"  is  used  in  these  cases.  For  example,  an  article  which  discusses 
New  Orleans  coinage  of  1 854  would  be  listed  as  "General"  in  the  DEN  column  while 
the  DATE  and  MINT  columns  would  be  listed  as  1 854  and  O  respectively.  The  same 
article  might  also  be  represented  by  an  entry  for  the  1 854-0  quarter  if  it  contained 
information  specifically  describing  that  coin. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

The  database  is  maintained  as  an  Excel  3.0  spreadsheet  on  an  IBM-compatible 
personal  computer(PC).  The  particular  PC  on  which  I've  done  the  work  is  a  486/66 
megahertz  machine  with  1 6  megabytes  of  memory,  running  Windows  3.1 .  Although 
I  haven't  specifically  tried  it,  I  believe  the  resulting  file  could  be  read  by  an  equivalent 
IBM-compatible  PC  running  Lotus  1  -2-3  or  by  an  equivalent  Macintosh  PC  running 
a  compatible  version  of  either  Excel  or  Lotus.  The  spreadsheet  will  run,  albeit  at  a 
much  slower  rate,  with  as  little  as  1  megabyte  of  memory. 

CAPABILITIES 

The  most  powerful  feature  of  the  database  is  not  the  fact  that  it  contains 
information  on  all  of  the  journal  articles,  but  rather  that  it  can  be  quickly  sorted  to 
find  which  articles  contain  information  on  a  specific  coin.  For  example,  a  sort  could 
be  requested  to  identify  all  articles  discussing  1858  half  dollars.  This  software 
however  has  the  capability  to  sort  on  any  column  of  the  database.  Thus,  a  sort  could 
be  obtained  which  identifies  all  articles  which  discuss  errors  by  sorting  on  the 
SUBJECT  column;  or  all  articles  by  a  particular  author  could  be  identified. 

SERVICES 

I  want  to  make  the  information  in  the  database  available  to  all  LSCC  members  at 
minimal  cost.  Initially  I  have  established  these  services: 

1 .  You  can  call  me  for  specific  limited  requests.  My  telephone  number  is  (713) 
334-2476.  The  best  time  to  call  would  be  from  9:00  to  10:00  PM  central  time. 
Your  only  cost  for  a  specific  request  would  be  for  the  long  distance  call. 

2.  Hard  copy  printouts,  sorted  per  your  instructions,  are  available  at  1 0  cents  per 
page  to  cover  printing,  copying  and  mailing  costs. 

3.  An  electronic  disk  containing  the  entire  database  is  available  for  $1 .00  to  cover 
the  cost  of  the  disk  and  mailing.  The  disk  can  be  either  3.5"  or  5.25",  formatted 
per  the  specifications  discussed  previously. 

The  easiest  request  to  satisfy  is  Option  #1.  Sorts  take  only  a  few  seconds  to 
obtain  once  the  computer  is  up.  I  already  have  the  sort  by  denomination,  date  and 
mintmark  set  up  and  ready  to  go.  If  you  call  for  a  list  of  articles  pertaining  to  a  specific 
coin,  I  can  read  you  the  list  of  Collective  Volume  pages  over  the  telephone.  If  I  don't 
have  the  sort  you  request  readily  available,  it  will  take  me  a  day  at  most  to  set  it  up. 

Hard  copy  printouts  or  an  electronic  copy  of  the  database  will  give  you  a 
permanent  record  of  the  data,  and  will  provide  you  with  the  information  you  need 
for  structuring  your  reference  list  to  write  an  article  for  a  future  issue  of  the  journal. 

FUTURE  PLANS 

I  have  already  received  numerous  suggestions  for  improving  the  database. 
Several  suggestions  have  already  been  implemented.  Two  that  have  not  are 
discussed  below. 

It's  been  suggested  that  the  database  be  expanded  to  include  articles  on  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  from  sources  other  than  the  journal.  This  is  an  easy  expansion  to 
implement.  All  that  is  required  is  the  addition  of  columns  which  identify  the  source 
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of  the  articles.  Now  that  all  of  the  journal  articles  have  been  entered  into  the 
database,  I  plan  to  implement  this  suggestion.  I  just  need  a  listing  for  an  article  to 
add  it  to  the  database.  I  have  a  couple  which  I  will  use  as  initial  inputs.  LSCC 
members  are  invited  to  provide  articles  for  inclusion  in  the  database  to  help  expand 
the  listed  material  on  Seated  coinage. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  we  make  the  database  available  via  the  Internet. 
I  plan  to  talk  to  the  ANA  about  using  their  web  site  to  do  this.  I'll  move  forward  with 
implementation  if  the  talks  with  the  ANA  are  successful  and  if  the  requests  for 
database  access  are  sufficient  to  merit  the  effort. 

The  work  I've  done  to  build  this  database  has  been  both  rewarding  and 
educational.  I  hope  that  it  proves  to  be  useful  to  LSCC  members.  Suggestions  for 
improvements  in  the  database  can  be  sent  to:  Dick  Osburn,  17  Harbor  Lane, 
Kemah,  Texas  77565.  I  can  be  reached  by  telephone  at  (713)  334-2476. 


I  would  like  to  buy,  trade  or  just  photograph  cuds  and  heavy  die  breaks 
on  all  Seated  coinage  for  my  numismatic  research.  I  will  pay  well  over 
listed  Trends  prices  for  such  items. 


WANTED!! 


CUDS  &  HEAVY  DIE  BREAKS 
ON  ALL  SEATED  COINAGE 


1839-0  Half  Dime 
Retained  Cud  &  Die  Breaks 


1850-0  Half  Dime 
Full  Cud  Over  UN 


P.O.  Box  12722 


Chris  Pilliod 

•    Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46864 
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HALF  DIMES 

1851  XF,  original   $50 

1855  XF,  original   55 

1856  XF+,  good  luster   45 

DIMES 

1838  XF,  GR-103,  very  nice   $75 

1838  VF+,  doubled  die  reverse,  cleaned   40 

1838-0  No  Stars,  VG,  original   55 

1839  XF,  GR-1 02,  scarce,  nice   75 

1840-  O  AU,  Medium  O,  dipped,  rare   325 

1841  184/1841,  XF-45,  GR-1 01,  lustrous   150 

1841-  0  VF,  Medium  O,  A-3,  nice   38 

1841-0  VF-30,  Small  o,  weak  date   45 

1 841  -O  VF-i- ,  Small  o,  weak  date   35 

1848  VF-35,  GR-1 01,  sharp   50 

1849-0  XF-45  +  ,  Large  O,  A-1    400 

1849-0  AG-I-/VG,  Large  0,  original   13 

1849-0  G/AG,  Small  o,  decent   8 

1850  Fine,  medium  gray   9 

1851  51/51,  AU,  GR-101,  nice   260 

1854  XF-f-,  heavy  date,  weak  strike   35 

1854-0  Good,  light  blue  gray   6 

1856  Large  Date,  G-I-,  original   10 

1856  Small  Date,  VF-30,  blundered  date,  GR-1 04   40 

1856-0  VF,  original   25 

1856-0  G-I-,  original   7 

1860  AG/G   13 

1861  Type  I  obv,  AU,  scratch  on  rev   35 

1861-S  F-l- but  some  obverse  ticks,  net  VG-    55 

1866-S  AG,  still  a  decent  coin   25 

1869-  S  VG,  A-1,  dark   14 

1870  VF,  a  very  nice  coin   32 

1870-  S  XF+  but  dipped  and  buffed,  still  nice,  net  FA/F  .  375 

1872  VF,  2  in  base,  nice   25 

1873  NA,  1873/1873,  VF,  GR-101    45 

1873-  S  XF-45,  Block  s,  lustrous   350 

1874-  S  VG/G,  Small  Thin  s,  scarce   25 

1875  G-I-,  nice  blue  gray    6 

1876-S  XF-I-,  a  nice  coin    34 

1883  Fine,  nice   8 

1886  1886/6,  VF,  GR-101,  very  nice    17 

1888  Fine-l-,  nice   8 

1890  Near  F/G,  GR-101,  digit  in  gown    30 

1891  VF-I-,  digit  in  denticles,  nice   38 

1891-S  AG original   3 

TERMS:  10  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Please  add 
$2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many  other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  lists 
solicited. 

Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2,  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361 
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A  Circulated  1873-CC  No  Arrows  Quarter  Discovered 


I  would  like  to  report  the  discovery  of  a  fifth  specimen  of  the  1 873-CC  No  Arrows 
quarter  dollar.  This  coin  was  brought  in  to  Leon  Hendrickson  of  Silver  Towne  for 
authentication  at  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  of  the  owner  who  had  seen  the  coin.  The 
owner  told  Hendrickson  that  his  mother  had  been  an  antique  dealer  in  California  in  the 
late  1 940s  and  1 950s.  He  believed  that  she  had  acquired  the  coin  in  the  purchase  of 
an  estate  and  had  paid  no  attention  to  it  until  someone  told  her  that  it  might  be  worth 
as  much  as  $50.  He  said  that  she  found  a  picture  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  building  and 
had  the  picture  and  the  coin  framed  together  with  the  CC  quarter  reverse  showing. 

1  have  tested  and  examined  the  newly  discovered  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  and 
it  is  without  question  a  genuine  Carson  City  mint  product.  The  coin  grades  Fine,  with 
very  light  roughness,  and  it  is  an  example  of  the  rarest  Liberty  Seated  quarter  originally 
struck  for  circulation.  There  were  4000  pieces  of  the  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  struck 
on  January  18, 1873.  The  Silver  Act  was  passed  on  February  12, 1873,  making  the  No 
Arrows  quarters  under  weight  as  new  coinage.  All  but  a  handful  were  thus  melted  on 
or  before  July  10,  1873. 

The  characteristics  of  this  coin  determined  by  examination  are  as  follows: 

The  obverse  date  style  matches  that  described  in  my  encyclopedia  on  the  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  series  that  was  released  in  1 991 .  Specifically,  the  date  has  a  Closed 
3  and  the  7  has  the  proper  style  for  this  year.  The  date  is  properly  positioned  in  relation 
to  the  obverse  shield,  and  the  date  is  correctly  placed  between  the  rock  and  denticles 
on  the  obverse  rim.  The  8  is  centered  over  a  denticle  and  the  7  is  centered  over  the 
right  edge  of  a  denticle. 

The  reverse  matches  the  characteristics  of  all  known  1873-CC  No  Arrows 
quarters  in  mintmark  size,  spacing  of  the  two  Cs  of  the  mintmark  and  the  location 
of  both  Cs  in  the  mintmark.  The  reverse  die  was  used  to  strike  1 873-CC  No  Arrows 
quarters,  then  paired  once  again  with  an  1876  obverse  die  to  strike  1876-CC 
quarters.  This  reverse  die  is  similar  to  but  not  the  same  as  the  die  used  to  strike 
1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC  and  1873-CC  With  Arrows  quarters.  The  reeding  of 
this  piece  matches  that  of  the  Carson  City  mint  of  this  period  and  is  not  the  same 
gauge  as  the  reeding  used  at  the  San  Francisco  or  Philadelphia  mints  during  this 
year.  The  weight  of  this  coin  is  5.91342  grams,  a  weight  that  would  beexpectedfor 
a  coin  with  this  wear. 

Larry  Briggs 
LSCC  #255 
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Analysis  of  an  1861  Counterfeit  Dime 


by 

Chris  Pilliod 

All  collectors  soon  recognize  that  counterfeiting  is  a  sad  reality  in  our  hobby. 
Although  many  honest  collectors  have  unfortunately  been  taken  in  by  counterfeit 
coins,  these  pieces  still  remain  excellent  educational  tools  and  can  be  interesting  to 
collect.  Liberty  Seated  coinage  was  counterfeited  for  one  of  two  basic  reasons.  (1 )  To 
produce  a  piece  that  could  be  passed  along  for  a  genuine  coin  at  a  face  value 
exchange.  (2)  To  fabricate  a  coin  of  substantial  numismatic  value  that  could  be  sold 
to  an  unsuspecting  collector  for  a  high  profit.  The  most  commonly  encountered  pieces 
of  this  type  are  counterfeits  of  the  low  mintage  Carson  City  issues  of  the  early  1 870s. 

Presumably,  all  of  the  contemporary  Liberty  Seated  counterfeit  coins  were  made 
for  the  first  reason,  that  is  as  spending  change.  The  reason  forthis  is  related  directly 
to  the  economy.  Eitherasaresultof  a  recession  or  a  shortage  of  circulating  coinage, 
the  temptation  for  individuals  to  counterfeit  coins  was  increased.  Counterfeit  Liberty 
Seated  coins  were  either  cast  or  struck  in  base  metals.  The  most  desirable  of  these 
coins  to  the  collector  are  the  struck  pieces  because  they  are  superior  in  quality. 
Counterfeit  Liberty  Seated  coins  are  known  to  have  many  different  dates  but  the 
issues  of  1 861  were  the  most  often  counterfeited.  Many  counterfeit  1 861  quarters 
are  known  but  counterfeit  1861  dimes  are  more  widely  encountered.  In  fact,  next 
to  the  1 91 6-D  Mercury  dime,  the  1 861  dime  may  be  the  most  commonly  encoun- 
tered counterfeit  United  States  dime. 

Counterfeit  1861  dimes  are  known  to  have  been  struck  from  home  made  dies 
produced  outside  the  US  mint.  The  die  work  for  these  pieces  is  often  quite  good  and 
is  sometimes  difficult  to  detect  as  bogus.  Eventoday  many  of  these  pieces  are  sold 
by  dealers  as  genuine.  One  such  opportunity  presented  itself  to  me  on  a  recent 
business  trip  to  Montreal. 

It  was  June  and  this  particular  evening  was  warm  and  very  pleasant.  I  enjoyed 
strolling  down  Rue  Crescent  on  the  way  to  the  coin  shops  in  "centerville",  the 
downtown  area  of  Montreal.  Canadians  leave  work  early  in  the  summer  and  head 
to  the  many  open  aired  restaurants  and  bars  that  line  the  Old  City  to  enjoy  wine  or 
the  local  favorite,  Molson's.  On  my  several  dozen  trips  to  Montreal  I  have  learned 
some  French  but  can  not  keep  up  with  the  conversation  of  the  locals.  Regardless, 
I  always  try  a  greeting  in  French  when  I  enter  a  Maisson  d'Argent,  a  Montreal  coin 
shop.  The  owner  quickly  realizes  from  my  accent  that  I  am  an  American  and  always 
responds  in  English.  I  haven't  fooled  anyone  yet. 

The  coin  shops  in  Montreal  are  small  and  quaint.  They  are  always  filled  with  non- 
numismatic  items  and  the  collector  occasionally  has  to  be  persistent  until  the  dealer 
is  willing  to  retrieve  US  material  from  a  back  room.  An  interesting  accumulation  of 
US  coins  has  found  its  way  across  the  border  over  the  years.  Most  shops  have  a 
good  supply  of  large  cents  as  well  as  a  nice  selection  of  Seated  material.  At  one 
particular  shop  I  found  their  book  of  Seated  material  to  be  full  but  tres  cher  or  very 
expensive,  even  when  converted  to  US  dollars. 

One  particular  1861  dime  was  of  very  premium  quality,  a  nicely  toned  original 
coin  grading  a  choice  XF,  but  it  was  a  counterfeit.  By  wear  it  was  probably  an  AU 
specimen,  but  these  pieces  were  struck  on  planchets  that  were  obviously  not  highly 
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polished  and  lacked  any  luster.  Regardless,  the  dealer  was  offering  the  piece  as 
genuine  with  a  price  tag  of  $35.00  Canadian.  I  quickly  recognized  that  the  coin  was 
a  counterfeit,  but  I  was  afraid  to  reveal  this  information  as  it  nnight  have  impeded  the 
transaction.  We  settled  on  $20.00  US  for  it.  Canadians  relish  the  US  dollar  so 
bargaining  with  my  greenbacks  facilitated  the  sale  that  afternoon. 

Shortly  after  returning  home  I  sent  the  piece  to  a  lab  in  Detroit  for  EDAX 
evaluation.  EDAX  stands  for  electron-dispersive  analysis  of  x-rays.  When  coupled 
with  a  scanning  electron  microscope  it  can  give  a  non-destructive  chemical 
analysis  of  the  coin.  EDAX  is  an  excellent  counterfeit  detection  tool.  I  have  used  it 
in  several  cases  and  it  has  always  yielded  significant  differences  in  base  metal 
content  from  standard  US  mint  issues.  I  find  it  a  more  powerful  tool  than  specific 
gravity.  However,  EDAX  units  are  expensive,  costing  about  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars.  The  chemistry  of  the  counterfeit  1861  dime  is  given  below  along  with  a 
comparison  to  the  standard  US  mint  issue. 

Silver       Copper        Zinc  Silicon 

Counterfeit  1861  Dime  7%  64%        28.5%  0.5% 

Standard  US  1861  Dime  90%  10%         trace  trace 

This  counterfeiter  employed  a  base  metal  composition  consisting  mostly  of 
copper.  The  addition  of  zinc,  another  cheap  but  very  white  metal,  helped  dilute  the 
copper  colored  base  metal  to  give  the  coin  a  more  silvery  look.  The  goal  of  the 
counterfeiter  was  simply  to  spend  the  coin  and  the  color  was  good  enough  for  this 
purpose.  However,  the  piece  still  retains  an  off-color  dark  appearance,  a  key  variable 
in  counterfeit  detection.  Being  primarily  copper  and  zinc,  the  specific  gravity  of  this 
piece  is  approximately  20%  lower  than  US  mint  issue  dimes.  But  again,  what  merchant 
could  detect  this  during  a  quick  transaction  in  the  market  place. 

It  is  clearthatthe  die  makerforthis  1 861  dime  was  successful  in  duplicating  many 
of  the  characteristics  of  the  genuine  Liberty  Seated  dime.  The  design  for  the  home 
made  dies  is  very  close  to  that  used  for  US  mint  dimes  of  this  year.  Furthermore,  the 
metallurgy  of  the  obverse  die  was  apparently  quite  good.  It  is  clear  that  this  die  was 
heavily  used  because  it  developed  flow  lines  near  the  edges  very  similar  to  those 
seen  on  genuine  issues.  But  the  obverse  shield  is  a  bit  too  squatty  and  its  vertical 
lines  extend  up  into  the  horizontal  shield  lines.  Although  this  feature  was  common 
on  the  reverse  shields  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  and  half  dollars  of  the  1 840s,  it  is 
a  characteristic  seldom  seen  on  the  obverse  shield  of  Liberty  Seated  coins.  In 
addition,  some  of  the  letters  in  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  are  recut  on  this  coin. 
This  is  a  characteristic  that  would  be  seen  only  on  doubled  die  obverses  of  this 
period  since  the  obverse  lettering  appeared  on  the  hubs  for  genuine  US  mint  issues 
of  1861.  At  this  point  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  counterfeit  1861  dime 
presented  by  Frank  Van  Valen  in  Issue  #66  of  the  journal  appears  to  have  been 
struck  from  the  same  set  of  dies  as  the  coin  illustrated  in  this  article. 

The  Civil  War  was  a  period  well  known  for  its  shortage  of  circulating  coinage.  This 
counterfeiter  made  a  set  of  dies  that  was  not  only  able  to  produce  coins  that  were 
passable  for  exchange,  but  the  dies  were  of  excellent  quality  and  the  design  very 
similar  to  that  used  on  genuine  US  mint  issues.  Unlike  modern  day  counterfeiters, 
his  sole  intent  may  have  been  only  to  use  the  pieces  he  made  atface  value  exchange 
for  food  and  clothing  during  a  very  difficult  time  in  US  history. 


34 


r 


LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 


QUARTERS 

1838  XF-40,  brushed  but  nice  looking  $250 

1839  VF-,  a  nice  coin   50 

1 840-O  No  Drapery,  VF-30,  light  obverse 

scratch   125 

1840  With  Drapery,  XF-40,  toned ... .  150 

1 840-O  With  Drapery,  AU-50,  Small  o, 

lightly  cleaned   495 

1 842-0  Large  Date,  VF-30,  original  ....  1 25 

1842-  0  Small  Date,  VF-30,  Briggs  1-A, 

damaged  reverse  die,  some  strike 

weaknesses,  lightly  cleaned  . . .  3750 

1843  XF-45,  lightly  cleaned    125 

1843-  0  XF+,  Small  0,  cleaned   500 

1844  AU,  a  nice  coin   175 

1 845/5   AU-55,  Briggs  3-C,  Large  5  over 

Small  5,  cleaned    350 

1846     AU-,  scarce,  Briggs  1-B   175 

1847-0  VF-30,  Briggs  1-A   150 

1849  AU,  cleaned   275 

1849-  0  VF-30,  lightly  cleaned,  retoning  1950 

1850  XF-45,  Briggs  1-A,  extra  1  in 
denticles   250 

1 850-  O  F-1 2,  original,  Briggs  1-B   50 

1 851  XF-40,  light  scratch  in  rock  &  date  1 50 

1852  VF,  toned   125 

1 852-0  VF-20,  cleaned,  retoning,  reverse 

scratches   650 

1853  No  Arrows,  AU,  small  dig  at  star  10  1800 


QUARTERS 

1853  With  Arrows,  VG,  original    $12 

1855  XF-40,  nice  planchet   70 

1855-0  VF-30,  cleaned   300 

1855-  S  Fine,  original    65 

1856-  0  F-12,  Briggs  7-F   20 

1857  VG,  original,  Briggs  3-C   10 

1857-  0  F-15,  cleaned,  Briggs  2-B   25 

1857-  S  VF,  minor  obverse  tooling   200 

1858  Fine,  original    18 

1858-  0  AU-55,  Briggs  1-B   595 

1858-  S  F-12,  original,  Briggs  1-A   125 

1859  VF,  Briggs  1-A   25 

1 859-  0  AU-55,  dipped,  Briggs  2-B,  some 

minor  obverse  marks   595 

1859-  S  VF-20,  nice,  original   300 

1860-  O  AU-55,  nice,  Briggs  1-A   475 

1 860-  S  F-t- ,  usual  weak  strike  on  reverse  465 

1861  VF,  Briggs  6-E   25 

1861-  S  XF/AU,  Briggs  1-A   1250 

1862  VF-30,  nice,  Briggs  3-C   35 

1862-  S  Fine,  nice  original,  small  reverse 

scratch   150 

1863  XF-40,  a  nice  coin   150 

1 864  XF-45,  a  nice  coin,  scarce   300 

1864-  S  VF-,  nice  planchet   750 

1865  VF,  retoned,  Briggs  1-A   175 

1865-  S  Fine,  Briggs  1-A   210 


Terms:  Personal  checks  must  clear. 
15  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  unopened  holders. 
Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 


KEY  DATE  COINS  •  LSCC  #1602 

P.O.  Box  272361 
Fort  Collins,  Colorado  80527-2361 
Telephone  (970)  226-1279 
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DIMES  DIMES 

1838-  0  GR-101,  very  choice  VF/XF  ... .  $385  1863-S 
1838  GR-101,  Partial  drapery,  VG  ...  40  1863-S 
1838  GR-101,  Partial  drapery,  VF/XF.  135  1863-S 
1838  Small  Stars,  XF   135  1864 

1839-  0  Huge  0,VG/AG+,  very  rare  ...  110  1864 

1839-0  LargeO,  GR-103,  niceXF   80  1864-S 

1839-0  LargeO,  GR-103,  original  BU  ..  1075  1864-S 

1 840  With  Drapery,  toned  XF/VF  ....  1 50  1 865 

1840  With  Drapery,  nice  XF   175  1865-S 

1841  ProoflikeBU  +  ,NGGMS-64  ...  825  1865-S 
1841-0  Gem  BU,  original,  frosty   2600  1865-S 

1842  Two  obverse  cuds,  cleaned  XF-f  275  1866-S 
1843/3  Recut  3  on  upright  bar,  AU/BU  .  225  1866-S 

1843  1 843/1 843, choice AU/UNC  ...  245  1866-S 
1843-0  Choice  F/VF   135  1867 

1 843-0  Very  nice,  nearly  XF   350 

1846  NiceVG    95  1867-S 

1846  Nice  Fine,  hidden  marks   120  1867-S 

1846  Nice  choice  VF/XF   340  1867-S 

1 853  NA,  VF,  a  fev^  hidden  marks  ...  1 30 

1853  NA,XF+,  ancient  cleaning  ....  245  1870 

1853-  0  Prooflike  AU,  old  cleaning   275  1870-S 

1854-  0  GR-101,  shattered  obverse,  VG+  275  1870-S 
1856  LD,  Var.  #3,  NGC  MS-63,  rare  .  700  1871-CC 

1856-S  Choice  VF   450  1871-CC 

1 856-S  AU + ,  ancient  cleaning,  rare  ...  1 800  1 872-CC 

1856-  S  Eliasberg  NGC  MS-61,  very  rare  6750  1 872-CC 

1857-  0  Recut  date,  A-3,  original  AU+. .  225  1873-CC 

1858-  S  GR-101,  lightly  cleaned,  Fine+ .  190  1874-CC 
1858-S  GR-103,  nice  Fine    175  1878-CC 

1858-  S  Very  choice  AU-55,  ANACS  CACHE  1950  1878-CC 
1859  GR-101,  NGC  MS-63,  rare   750  1878-CC 

1859-  S  VG/F,rare   150  1879 

1859-  S  Very  nice,  Fine   220  1879 

1860-  S  Cleaned  VF+   70  1880 

1860-  S  AU/BU,  a  few  hidden  marks  ...  400  1881 

1861-  S  VF/XF,  a  few  marks   225  1885 

1861-  S  Sharp  XF/AU    425  1885-S 

1862-  S  VG/F,  a  few  hidden  marks   46  1885-S 

1862-S  Cleaned  XF+,  rare   375  1886-S 

1862-S  Eliasberg  NGC  MS-65,  super,  rare  19,750  1890-S 

1863  G-h/G.rare   215 

1891-S 


NiceVF   $75 

XF+    175 

Very  frosty  choice  AU -I- -I-   775 

Very  nice  toned  choice  BU -I-  ..  1250 

Superb  Gem  BU,  very  rare  ....  4250 

Nice  F/VF   58 

Toned  VF/XF    85 

Near  Gem  BU,  very  nice   1 750 

GR-101, VG+   48 

GR-1 02,  cleaned  AU   225 

GR-1 02,  major  reverse  cud,  AU 4-  850 

GR-101,  choice  G/G+   47 

GR-1 02,  VF/XF   205 

GR-103,  VF/XF,  cleaned,  rare  ..  155 
Very  lightly  toned  Gem  BU, 

very  nice   2750 

GR-102,  nice  Fine   68 

GR-102,VF+    100 

GR-102,  very  choice  AU/BU, 

very  rare   1 1 50 

Very  nicely  toned  BU   235 

VF+    400 

Dipped  AU   725 

GR-101,  choice  Good+   925 

GR-101,  XF,  old  cleaning    5250 

GR-1 01 ,  nice  Fine,  an  obverse  mark  675 

GR-101,  XF,  a  few  light  marks. .  1950 

With  Arrows,  Good,  very  nice  . .  795 

Fine,  old  cleaning,  sharp   5475 

Type  I  rev,  FA/F,  a  few  marks  . .  135 

Type  II  rev,  GR-101,  VF/G   110 

Typellrev,  GR-102,  nice  VF+A/F  165 

GR-1 02,  PCGS  MS-63,  original .  435 

GR-101,  XF,  obverse  die  crack .  295 

VF,  a  few  hidden  marks   1 70 

Sharp  XF-I-,  a  few  hidden  marks  275 

Very  nice  frosty  choice  BU   195 

Nice  FA/F   725 

Choice  VF/XF   1500 

Very  nice  frosty  AU    210 

Mediums,  GR-103,  AU,  extra 

digit  in  rock    125 

S/S,A-5,  Smalls,  nice  VF+....  115 


TERMS:  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Please  add  $5.00  for  postage  on  all 
orders.  7  day  return  privilege.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

Larry  Briggs  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  187  •  Lima,  Ohio  45802 
Telephone  (419)  228-2285 

Orders  may  be  placed  using  new  24  hour 
toll  free  number  1-888-228-LBRC. 
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Locating  an  1883  Seated  Quarter, 
an  Unexpected  Rare  Find 

by 

D.W.  Dixon 

Last  week  I  learned  that  I  had  to  make  a  quick  business  trip  to  Charleston, 
West  Virginia  so  I  telephoned  my  friend  Wayne  Pennington  and  asked  him  to 
join  me.  It  didn't  take  long  for  me  to  convince  him  that  we  could  turn  a  business 
trip  into  an  interesting  coin  adventure.  After  my  business  meeting,  we  had 
made  plans  to  visit  the  shops  of  two  Charleston  dealers.  We  had  previously 
dealt  with  them  at  shows  but  had  never  before  been  to  their  shops.  We  located 
the  first  shop  and  parked  the  car  several  blocks  away.  The  walk  to  the  shop 
provided  us  with  a  sense  of  anticipation  as  we  approached  the  store.  Once 
inside,  I  knew  something  was  wrong  since  I  did  not  recognize  the  young  man 
behind  the  counter.  We  were  informed  that  our  dealer  had  left  early  that 
morning  to  attend  a  show  in  South  Carolina  and  that  he  had  taken  most  of  his 
stock  of  coins  with  him.  Needless  to  say,  we  left  feeling  very  disappointed  but 
still  had  high  hopes  for  the  next  store. 

We  located  the  second  store,  pulled  into  the  parking  lot  and  found  that  it  was 
closed.  After  checking  with  a  shopkeeper  next  door,  we  learned  that  our 
second  dealer  held  a  job  from  Monday  to  Friday  and  only  opened  the  shop  on 
weekends.  And  this  was  a  WEDNESDAY!  Needless  to  say  we  were  really 
disappointed  by  this  turn  of  events. 

We  returned  to  the  car  and  headed  toward  home.  After  a  few  miles  we 
decided  to  make  a  small  detour  and  stop  at  a  coin  store  we  both  visited  on  a 
regular  basis.  We  really  did  not  expect  to  find  anything  new  in  inventory  but  our 
trip  was  quickly  in  need  of  a  positive  numismatic  experience.  Upon  arriving  at 
the  store,  we  were  handed  several  trays  of  coins  for  examination.  We  picked 
out  a  few  Morgan  dollars  for  purchase  before  I  asked  to  see  the  Seated 
material.  While  looking  at  several  trays  of  dimes,  quarters  and  halves,  it 
suddenly  appeared  in  the  tray  before  me.  A  beautiful  original  1883  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  in  a  grade  of  VF-30.  It  was  a  rare  jewel  with  a  mintage  of  only 
1 4,400  pieces.  After  a  small  discussion  over  price,  I  made  the  purchase  of  the 
lowest  mintage  coin  in  my  entire  collection. 

That  evening  while  examining  the  coin  at  my  desk,  I  was  even  more  in  awe 
of  the  originality  of  the  piece.  This  coin  was  struck  from  the  Obverse  2  of  this 
year  as  defined  by  Larry  Briggs  in  his  book  on  the  Seated  quarter  series.  This 
means  that  it  was  a  strike  intended  for  circulation  and  not  struck  from  proof 
dies. 

This  date  is  located  close  to  the  middle  of  a  ten  year  run  of  very  low  mintage 
Philadelphia  quarters,  each  one  a  jewel  in  its  own  right.  My  purchase  of  this 
nice  original  1 883  quarter  turned  a  depressing  and  disappointing  day  into  one 
that  I  will  remember  for  many  years  to  come. 
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DIMES 

1839 
1841-0 
1841-0 
1843 
1843 
1847 
1875-S 


SOME  NICE  SEATED  COINS  AT  AFFORDABLE  PRICES 

QUARTERS 


Small  Stars,  Fine,  original   $48 


85 
25 
10 
55 
50 
85 
70 
22 
565 
37 


Small  0,  XF-AU,  lustrous 

Medium  0,  original.  Fine  

VG,  original   

Doubled  Date,  Fine,  scarce  . 
Date  overlapping  base,  F-f  . . 

Mintmark  in  wreath,  AU  

1878-00  Shattered  rev,  original,  VG  . . 

1884-  S  VG,  original   

1 885-  S  About  Fine,  original,  rare  

1887-S  XF,  original,  nice  

QUARTERS 

1838     VF-f,  nice  original   $65 

1838     VG-F,  original   45 

1838  Good   12 

1839  VF-XF,  nice  original   100 

1840-O  No  Drapery,  VF-XF,  original  ...  120 

1840  Drapery,  F-VF,  original    60 

1840-  O  Drapery,  About  Fine,  original  . .  50 

1841-  0  Weak  strike,  error,  VF,  original  .  115 

1841-  0  VG,  original    10 

1842  VG,  original,  scarce   85 

1842-  0  Small  Date,  F+,  original,  rare  . .  825 

1843  XF,  nice,  original   55 

1843  Fine,  die  break  in  wing    30 

1843-  0  VF-XF,  original   125 

1844  XF,  original,  very  nice   65 

1845  VF,  original   35 

1846  XF,  original,  nice   60 

1847  VF,  original   30 

1847-0  VG-F,  scarce    47 

1850  VF-XF,  original,  nice    110 

1850-  O  F-VF,  original,  nice   65 

1851  XF,  nice  original,  scarce   210 

1851-  0  VG  with  old  scratch,  original .. .  125 

1852  VF,  original,  scarce   95 

1853  With  Arrows,  Fine   12 

1853-0  Fine   35 

1854  VF,  original   30 

1855  VF-XF,  original   60 

1855-0  F-VF,  original   100 

1855-S   VF-XF,  nice   165 

1855-  S   Fine   75 

1856  XF,  very  nice    50 

1856-  0  VF,nice   50 

1857  XF,  original   45 

1857     VF+,  original    35 

1857-  S   XF   295 

1857-S   Fine,  small  old  scratch    85 


1858 

1858-  S 
1859 

1859-  S 
1860 

1860-  O 

1860-  S 
1861 

1861-  S 

1861-  S 
1862 

1862-  S 
1863 
1865 
1865-S 

1868-  S 

1869-  S 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 

1873-  S 
1874 

1874-  S 
1875 


XF,  original   $40 


XF,  nice  

Fine  

Fine,  original   

Fine  

VF,  strong  mintmark  

Fine,  small  scratch  

VF-XF  

VF-XF,  nice,  rare   

Fine,  original   

XF,  scarce   

VF-XF,  nice  

VF,  nice  

VF,  nice  

Fine  

VF-XF  

XF,  old  light  cleaning  

AU-I-,  original,  nice   

VF,  scarce   

VG,  original   

No  Arrows,  VG  

Fine,  original   

VF,  scarce   

VF,  nice  

Fine,  original   

1875-CC  Fine,  original   

1875-  S   Smalls,  VF-XF  

Medium  S,  VF  

Fine  

Small  squatty  s,VG  

VF,  original  

Fine  obverse,  love  token  reverse 
VF,  nice  

1876-  CC  XF-i-,nice  

1877  XF,  nice  

1877-  CC  XF  

1878  VF,  scarce   

1878-  CC  XF-AU  


1875-S 
1875-S 

1875-  S 
1876 
1876 

1876-  S 


1880  VG-t-   

1883  XF+   

1888-S  VF  

1889  VG-f   

1890  VF-XF  

1891  XF   

1891-0  VG,  original,  rare 

1891-S  Fine  

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1859-S  Good,  original,  scarce   $145 


295 
15 
185 
20 
80 
175 
40 
295 
95 
85 
295 
75 
135 
150 
275 
285 
445 
95 
50 
45 
50 
70 
90 
12 
140 
120 
95 
75 
55 
20 
18 
27 
95 
45 
75 
50 
120 
160 
295 
40 
195 
145 
65 
150 
15 


Terms:  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  10  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  unopened  holders. 
Personal  checks  must  clear.  Bank  checks  &  nnoney  orders  given  same  day  service.  Please  add 
$5  for  postage  and  handling.  All  coins  kept  in  bank  vault. 

Ron  Feuer  •  LSCC  #775 

1006  Fairfield  Dr.  •  Gastonia,  North  Carolina  28054 
Telephone  (704)  365-5348  or  (704)  864-2222  evenings  after  9  PM 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  with  Misplaced  Digits 

I  am  currently  involved  as  an  unpaid  contributor  to  a  project  which  will  result  in 
the  publication  of  a  book  on  coins  with  misplaced  digits.  The  book  will  cover  all 
regular  United  States  coinage  series,  but  my  contribution  is  limited  to  the  section 
on  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  In  researching  this  information,  I  have  identified 
several  possible  half  dollars  with  misplaced  digits  that  I  need  help  confirming.  Can 
any  LSCC  members  help  me  confirm  the  existence  of  the  following  coins? 

1 .  1 842-0.  Two  misplaced  digits  in  the  denticles,  one  between  1 8  and  the  other 
between  84.  I  have  a  G-4  example  which  appears  to  have  these  misplaced 
digits.  However,  I  hesitate  to  draw  a  firm  conclusion  on  such  a  low  grade  coin. 
It  is  hard  to  be  certain  that  these  marks  are  really  misplaced  digits,  not  just  some 
form  of  die  or  planchet  damage.  Does  anyone  have  a  higher  grade  example  of 
this  variety? 

2.  1 847-0.  Misplaced  1 84  protruding  from  the  base.  I  have  seen  a  reference  to 
this  variety,  but  can't  confirm  it.  I  have  never  seen  it  or  talked  to  anyone  who  has. 
Does  anyone  have  an  example  of  this  variety,  or  know  for  certain  that  it  exists? 

3.  1858-S.  Large  S  with  misplaced  85  below  the  gown.  Does  anyone  have  an 
example  of  this  variety,  or  know  for  certain  that  it  exists? 

4.  1863.  6  recut  far  right.  I  saw  this  referenced  as  a  proof  in  an  old  auction 
catalogue.  Again  I  haven't  been  able  to  track  it  down.  Does  anyone  have  an 
example  of  this  variety,  or  know  for  certain  that  it  exists? 

5.  1 865  over  inverted  1 865.  Breen  reported  this  as  unverified.  Has  anybody  ever 
seen  this  one? 

6.  1871-S.  Top  of  a  misplaced  1  in  the  field  far  left  of  the  first  1  in  the  date, 
touching  the  rock.  I  have  a  damaged  coin  which  appears  as  described.  I  would 
like  to  confirm  the  variety  with  an  undamaged  coin  to  ensure  that  the  misplaced 
digit  is  not  just  part  of  the  damage.  Does  anybody  have  one  of  these? 

7.  1 874.  Misplaced  8  in  denticles  below  the  4.  This  was  reported  to  me  at  a  coin 
show,  but  I've  never  been  able  to  confirm  it.  Does  anyone  have  an  example  of 
this  variety,  or  know  for  certain  that  it  exists? 

I  would  appreciate  any  help  that  club  members  are  able  to  give.  I  will  report  any 
findings  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal.  I  would  also  be  interested  in  your  list  of 
varieties  with  misplaced  digits,  to  see  if  there  are  any  out  there  that  I  have  missed. 
Please  send  information  to  :  Dick  Osburn,  17  Harbor  Lane,  Kemah,  Texas  77565. 
I  can  be  reached  by  telephone  at  (713)  334-2476. 

Dick  Osburn 
LSCC  #717 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  Small  Date,  Fine  ... .  $45 

1838  Small  Stars,  EF-45   75 

1839  AU-55   120 

1839-  0  EF/AU   80 

1840  No  Drapery,  AU   95 

1840  No  Drapery,  EF   60 

1840-  O  With  Drapery,  EF   210 

1841  AU   105 

1841-  0  AU   235 

1842-  0  VF   160 

1843     Shattered  reverse,  MS-60   185 

1843      1843/1843,  EF   165 

1845      EF   35 

1845      1845/1845,  EF/AU   120 

1847  RecutDate,AU    105 

1848  Large  Date,  EF   65 

1848     1848/8,  Large  Date,  EF   75 

1848  1 848/7/6,  VF   310 

1849  1 849/6,  AU   155 

1849  1 849/8,  VF    40 

1849-  0  Fine   75 

1850  EF   37 

1850-  O  EF   90 

1851-  0  VF   30 

1852      EF   48 

1852-  0  VF   90 

1854      AU   70 

1854  1854/1 854,  VF   25 

1854-0   EF   40 

1855  AU-55   85 

1857-0   MS-62    245 

1858      AU-58   105 

1858  Over  Inverted  Date,  EF/AU  ....  215 

1858      1858/1858,  EF   230 

1860  MS-63   155 

1860-O  AU-57   105 

1861  1861/1860  EF   155 

1861  MS-60   105 

1862  MS-64,PCGS   255 

1863  EF   325 

1864-S   AU   355 

1867-  S   VF-h    40 

1868      AU   275 

1868-  S    EF   52 

1870  AU   50 

1871  AU-55   58 

1871  Doubled  Die  Reverse,  VF    140 

1872  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  EF   295 

1872-S  Mintmark  below  wreath,  MS-63  180 


HALF  DIMES 

1873-S  AU   $65 

DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  Small  Date,  Fine  ... .  $55 

1838  Small  Stars,  EF-40   120 

1839  Toned  AU   125 

1839-  0  Fine   20 

1840-  O  No  Drapery,  VG   18 

1841-  0  Medium  0,AU   275 

1842  EF   38 

1842-  0  EF   170 

1842-  0  VF   40 

1843  AU-58   165 

1843  AU   110 

1843  1843/1 843,  VF   65 

1843-  0  Fine   120 

1845  EF   32 

1845-0  EF   575 

1846  VF-    203 

1846  F-   150 

1849  EF   42 

1849-  0  VF   80 

1850-  O  VF   62 

1851  1851/1  MS-62    325 

1852  VF   15 

1852-0  VF,  toned   80 

1853  Arrows,  EF-47,  toned   30 

1854  EF   40 

1 856  1 856/1 856,  Small  Date,  MS-62, 

toned    325 

1856-0  1856/1 856,  VF   45 

1856-  S  VF   395 

1857  AU,  toned   75 

1857-  0  EF   55 

1858  EF-45    40 

1858-  S  Fine   160 

1859-  0  AU-55   215 

1859-  S  VF   395 

1860-  S  Fine   35 

1861  MS-64,  full  head   325 

1861-  S  Fine   90 

1864-S  F/VF    35 

1868  EF   55 

1868  VF/EF   40 

1869-S  AU   175 

1869-S  VF   35 

1871  EF   20 

1871-  S  EF   120 

1872-  S  EF   225 


R.J.  Collectibles  •  LSCC  #797 

P.O.  Box  3013  •  Carefree,  Arizona  85377 
Telephone  (602)  488-4061 
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The  Creation  of  a  Collective  Volume 

The  new  Collective  Volume  Number  Four  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  has  been 
published  by  LSCC  and  books  have  been  sent  to  club  members  who  have  ordered 
them.  This  new  volume  contains  the  material  that  was  published  in  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  over  a  five  year  period  ending  in  July  1 995.  But  the  Collective  Volume  is  not 
just  a  reprinting  of  the  1 5  issues  of  the  journal  published  over  this  period.  Rather, 
the  articles  in  these  issues  have  been  organized  into  a  manuscript  on  Liberty  Seated 
coins  that  can  be  used  as  a  reference  book  on  19th  century  silver  coinage.  The 
articles  have  been  organized  by  denomination  and  date  with  articles  on  the  same 
general  topic  being  placed  next  to  each  other  in  the  new  volume.  This  structure 
makes  it  easy  for  the  collector  to  locate  material  on  a  specific  topic  and  allows  him 
to  easily  identify  any  related  material  that  might  be  of  interest.  The  new  volume  is 
the  result  of  a  considerable  amount  of  work  in  an  effort  to  produce  a  valuable 
reference  book  on  Seated  coinage  for  the  collector  of  this  beautiful  series  of  the  last 
century.  The  steps  taken  to  prepare  this  volume  for  publication  will  be  described 
below  so  that  the  reader  will  have  a  better  understanding  of  the  work  that  is  required 
to  produce  a  volume  of  this  kind. 

The  first  step  in  producing  the  new  collective  volume  was  to  make  a  xerox  copy 
of  all  of  the  pages  in  the  15  issues  of  the  journal  published  from  November  1990  to 
July  1 995.  Since  each  issue  of  the  journal  published  during  this  period  contained 
52  pages,  there  were  780  pages  of  copy  for  review.  Those  pages  containing  ads  and 
club  announcements  were  discarded.  This  left  about  580  pages  of  material  from 
which  to  create  the  manuscript  for  the  new  volume. 

At  this  point  the  articles  were  separated  into  eight  sections.  The  first  section 
contained  those  articles  of  a  general  nature  that  did  not  relate  to  a  specific 
denomination  of  Seated  coinage.  The  remaining  seven  sections  would  contain 
articles  on  one  of  the  seven  denominations  for  which  the  Liberty  Seated  design  was 
used:  half  dimes,  dimes,  twenty  cent  pieces,  quarters,  half  dollars.  Seated  dollars 
and  Trade  dollars. 

The  next  step  would  present  the  greatest  challenge  in  preparing  the  manuscript 
for  the  new  volume  and  certainly  it  was  the  most  creative  part  of  the  project.  The 
articles  in  each  section  were  structured  by  date  and  articles  on  the  same  general 
topic  were  placed  next  to  each  other  in  the  manuscript.  Care  was  taken  to  present 
articles  on  related  topics  in  the  order  that  they  appeared  in  the  journal  so  that  the 
sequence  of  ideas  presented  would  be  preserved.  Letters  to  the  Editor  which 
related  to  a  specific  article  were  placed  at  the  end  of  that  article,  often  adding 
information  to  the  original  article.  With  the  addition  of  these  letters  at  the  end  of  some 
articles  and  the  elimination  of  ads  at  the  end  of  other  articles,  there  were  a  number 
of  blank  spaces  in  the  developing  manuscript.  It  was  decided  that  these  spaces 
would  be  filled  with  pictures  to  provide  a  full  set  of  copy  for  the  new  volume.  The 
pictures  that  were  chosen  to  fill  these  vacant  spaces  would  always  have  the  same 
denomination  and  a  date  from  the  same  period  as  the  coins  discussed  in  the  articles 
adjacent  to  them,  so  as  not  to  disrupt  the  flow  of  the  manuscript  for  the  reader. 
Approximately  40  pictures  were  added  to  the  manuscript  that  had  not  appeared  in 
any  of  the  1 5  issues  of  the  journal  published  overthis  period.  Some  of  these  pictures 
had  previously  appeared  in  earlier  collective  volumes  but  many  of  them  had  never 
before  been  published  in  any  of  the  preceeding  issues  of  the  journal. 

With  the  copy  for  the  text  of  the  new  volume  now  completed,  the  pages  of  the 
manuscript  were  numbered  from  1  to  580.  An  introduction,  a  dedication  and  a  table 
of  contents  were  added  to  the  beginning  of  this  text,  producing  another  20  pages 
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of  copy.  The  resulting  manuscript  of  600  pages  was  now  ready  for  the  printer. 

The  pages  of  the  new  volume  were  to  be  printed  on  large  sheets  of  paper  called 
signatures.  Each  signature  was  to  contain  the  copy  for  1 6  pages  of  the  book  when 
printed  on  both  sides.  This  means  that  the  600  page  book  could  be  printed  on  37 
full  signatures  plus  a  38th  signature  that  was  really  a  half  signature  of  only  eight 
pages.  When  folded  down,  each  signature  resembled  a  booklet  which  contained 
the  copy  for  16  consecutive  pages  in  the  book.  It  was  the  job  of  the  printer  to 
properly  place  the  copy  on  each  signature  so  that  the  pages  would  be  in  their  proper 
sequence  once  the  signatures  were  folded  down  into  a  booklet.  It  took  several 
weeks  to  prepare  the  signatures  and  to  make  sure  that  every  page  was  in  its  proper 
place  for  the  printing  of  the  signatures. 

The  print  run  for  each  signature  was  to  be  1 100  copies.  When  each  of  the  38 
signatures  was  printed  on  both  sides,  there  would  be  41 ,800  large  sheets  of  paper. 
Each  of  these  sheets  was  folded  down  over  a  period  of  several  weeks  to  give  a  like 
number  of  booklets.  The  booklets  for  each  signature  were  packed  into  three 
medium  size  boxes  and  stacked  on  skids  for  delivery  to  my  home.  Upon  arrival,  the 
shipment  consisted  of  1 14  boxes  of  booklets  forming  a  wall  of  paper  that  was  six 
feet  high  and  20  feet  wide.  I  then  transferred  these  boxes  to  the  lower  level  of  my 
home  and  placed  them  in  38  stacks  of  three  boxes  each,  with  each  stack  containing 
the  booklets  for  one  signature.  I  now  had  only  to  take  one  booklet  from  each  of  the 
38  stacks  to  form  a  loose  copy  of  the  book,  making  sure  that  the  booklets  were 
gathered  in  proper  sequence  so  that  the  material  would  appear  in  its  proper  location 
in  the  bound  volume.  But  I  had  to  do  this  for  every  book  that  I  wanted  to  assemble. 

The  printer  had  informed  me  that  he  would  hire  workers  at  minimum  wage  to 
gather  the  signatures,  but  I  decided  against  it.  I  realized  that  I  would  lose  a  book  for 
every  mistake  that  was  made  by  an  individual  who  would  have  no  vested  interest 
in  the  quality  of  the  finished  product.  I  therefore  decided  to  gather  the  signatures 
myself  so  that  no  collector  would  receive  a  book  with  missing  or  misplaced  pages. 
This  effort  also  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  discard  some  signatures  that  had  been 
damaged  in  the  printing  and  folding  phases  of  the  process,  and  even  eliminate  a 
few  signatures  that  had  been  printed  on  only  one  side.  Over  a  period  of  several 
weeks  I  was  able  to  gather  up  enough  signatures  to  fill  up  1 05  boxes,  each  with  ten 
loose  copies  of  the  new  volume.  I  then  loaded  the  boxes  onto  a  truck  forthe  50  mile 
trip  to  the  bindery  in  Cincinnati. 

At  the  bindery,  I  asked  the  owner  to  use  the  same  color  and  texture  for  the  cover 
that  had  been  used  for  the  earlier  volumes.  I  asked  them  to  use  the  same  style 
lettering  and  to  place  it  in  the  same  location  on  the  cover  so  that  the  new  volume 
would  match  the  other  volumes  in  this  series  on  the  Seated  coinage  of  the  19th 
century.  Seven  weeks  later  I  returned  to  the  bindery  and  took  delivery  of  1017 
copies  of  the  new  volume. 

With  the  books  now  in  hand,  I  filled  orders  already  placed  by  club  members  for 
the  new  volume.  By  the  end  of  July  1 996  I  had  sold  almost  300  copies  of  the  new 
volume  to  club  members.  I  believe  that  the  book  has  been  well  received  by  those 
individuals  who  have  ordered  it  and  I  am  confident  that  the  club  will  be  able  to 
recover  all  of  its  publication  costs  for  the  new  volume  with  continued  sales  over  the 
next  several  years.  It  is  my  expectation  that  the  book  account  will  be  in  the  black 
once  again  when  it  becomes  time  to  produce  another  collective  volume  of  the 
research  articles  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

The  Editor 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 

HALF  DIMES 

1 837       VG-8,  No  Stars,  Small  Date,  reverse  rotated  1 5  degrees   $27.50 

1 837  ANACS  AU-50,  No  Stars,  Large  Date,  steel  gray  with  blue  highlights    295.00 

1838-0     F-15,  No  Stars,  afew  old  light  scratches  but  nice    150.00 

1 838  ANACS  MS-63,  lovely  blue  &  gold  toning   325.00 

1840       AU-50,  appealing  light  toning,  sharp  strike   115.00 

1841-  0    F-1 2,  attractive  even  toning,  elusive  date   20.00 

1 842       NGC  MS-63,  beautiful  blue  &  gold  toning   225.00 

1842-  0  XF-40,  lightly  toned  original,  sharp  strike,  one  old  long  scratch  in  obverse  field . .  275.00 

1844-0     G4/AG3,  Large  0,  old  cleaning,  afew  small  marks   75.00 

1844-0     G-5,  Large  0,  numerous  obverse  scratches   45.00 

1 845       XF-45,  repunched  date  1 845/1 845,  lightly  toned   75.00 

1 845       AU-55,  a  few  light  scratches  hidden  under  beautiful  blue  &  gold  toning   1 00.00 

1845       PCGSAU-58,  pleasing  white  coin,  reverse  die  break   115.00 

1847  XF-45,  attractive  original  deep  gray   47.50 

1848  XF-40,  pleasing  &  unimpaired  example   42.50 

1849/8     VF-35,  V-4,  a  few  small  marks,  a  decent  example    47.50 

1851       XF-45,  afew  minor  marks,  pleasing  even  toning   47.50 

1851-  0    VF-25,  pleasing  original   32.50 

1852-  0    XF-45,  pleasing  original,  dark  gray   275.00 

1 852-  0    AU-50,  delightful  light  toning,  sharp  obverse  strike   425.00 

1 853-  0     G-6,  No  Arrows,  three  heavy  obverse  digs,  edge  scrape   60.00 

1853-0    VG8/F12,  No  Arrows,  old  light  cleaning,  nice   265.00 

1 853-0     F-1 2,  No  Arrows,  light  obverse  friction,  medium  gray  toning    275.00 

1854       ANACS  MS-62,  beautiful  rainbow  toning    165.00 

1 856  AU-50,  pleasing  white  coin,  typical  soft  strike   77.50 

1 857  NGC  MS-63,  attractive  light  multicolor  toning   1 95.00 

1859  AU-55,  sharp  &  pleasing,  peripheral  toning    125.00 

1860  XF-40,  appealing  rose-gray  toning    30.00 

1860-O     NGC  MS-63,  lovely  multicolor  toning   245.00 

1861  XF-40,  attractive  medium  gray,  sharp   30.00 

1 862  XF-45,  uphill  date  variety,  nice  for  grade   47.50 

1 862       PCGS  MS-62,  uphill  date  variety,  attractive  toning   250.00 

1868  PCGSPR-62,  lovely  mirror  fields,  blue  &  rose    335.00 

1 869  AU-55,  pleasing  white  coin,  elusive  date   1 00.00 

1869  ANACS  AU-58,  some  weakness  in  strike,  original   115.00 

1870  XF-45,  attractive  original,  elusive  date   37.50 

1872       PCGS  MS-61,  nice  white  coin,  sharp  strike   150.00 

1 872-S     G-4,  micro  mintmark  below  wreath,  nice   42.50 


Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  list.  Conservative  grading  and  accurate 
descriptions  guaranteed.  10  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holders.  Please  add 
$2.00  to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  California  residents  please  add  sales  tax. 
Please  list  alternative  selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Now  accepting  VISA  and  MASTERCARD  orders.  Include  raised  information  on  card. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G 
Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064  •  FAX  (415)  367-1239 
WEB  SITE:  www.cwwoodruff.com 
E-MAIL:  http://cwwoodruff@phc.com 

V  . 
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SOLICITING  BIDS 

Usual  Coin  World  type  rules.  Unless  indicated  as  a  Minimum  Bid,  prices  are 
only  approximate  figures.  You  may  bid  more  or  less  than  these  figures. 
Descriptions  are  accurate.  Grading  and  pricing  is  conservative.  Mail  or 
telephone  your  bids  by  using  Lot  #  and  brief  description.  Your  satisfaction  is 
an  absolute  must!  Closing  Date:  December  13th. 

Lot 

#  HALF  DIMES 

1.  1849/8    V-4,  with  reverse  die  break.  Much  lustre  under  original,  old  toning. 

Very  slight  edge  cut  at  6:30.  Coin  is  AU-55.  Scarce  this  nice.  $115. 

2.  1853      V-1,  No  Arrows,  VF-20.  $70. 

3.  1861      V-3,  AU-50  in  ANACS  slab.  Multicolored  hues.  $70. 

4.  1862      V-6,  AU-55.  Nicer  than  many  uncirculated  coins.  Heavily  clashed 

obverse  and  reverse.  White  coin.  $85. 

DIMES 

5.  1844      AG.  Full,  bold  date,  all  of  Miss  Liberty  &  rock  visible,  partial  stars. 

Full  but  weak  reverse.  $75. 

6.  1845-0    F-12.  $50. 

7.  1851-0    Large  0,  VF-30,  perhaps  better.  $65. 

8.  1854-0    GR-102,  oblique  mintmark.  Obverse  die  cracks,  nice  no  problem  F-12.  $20. 

9.  1858-S    VG-8.  Obverse  dig  obscures  7th  star  and  front  of  Liberty's  face. 

Small,  attempted  drill  hole  includes  part  of  top  of  second  8  and  rock.  $45. 

10.  1861      Type  II  obverse.  Detail  of  XF  but  a  few  contact  marks.  Lustre 

underneath  old,  gray  toning.  $18. 

11.  1864-S    AG-G.  $12. 

12.  1878-00  GR-102,  Fine  obverse,  VG  reverse.  A  few  scratches  from  rim  into 

field  at  1  o'clock  on  obverse.  $50. 

QUARTERS 

1 3.  1 839      No  Drapery,  Very  Long  Claws  variety.  This  is  the  coin  illustrated  in 

Issue  #57  of  the  journal.  Very  rare  variety.  This  is  a  no  problem  VG  coin. 
Minimum  Bid.  $325. 

14.  1841      Doubled  Die  Reverse.  Die  crack  through  M  in  AMERICA.  Nice,  no  problem 

VF-20  with  some  lustre  remaining.   $1 45. 

15.  1849      VF-20.  Some  minor  contact  marks  &  scratches.  $36. 

16.  1853      A&R.  AU-55  or  better.  Super  sharp  strike  on  obverse  and  reverse. 

Obverse:  Satiny  lustre  under  attractive  light  blue  toning,  a  few  trivial 
contact  marks,  not  noticeable  to  the  naked  eye.  A  number  of  light, 
unlisted  die  cracks.  Reverse:  Satiny  lustre  under  medium  purplish  toning 
with  orange  highlights.  A  very  beautiful  coin.  Virtually  flawless  surfaces.  $210. 

17.  1854      VG-8.  A  couple  of  unlisted  reverse  cracks,  one  quite  strong.  $10. 

18.  1858      AU-55.  Very  lustrous  coin  with  highly  reflective  proof-like  fields. 

Very  sharp  detail  except  for  stars  which  are  not  fully  struck  up.  Numerous 
scattered  contact  marks  on  obverse  and  reverse  which  do  not  take  away 
from  the  coin.  Still  an  attractive  coin.  $100. 

19.  1858-0   VG/F.  Rim  ding  at  4  o'clock  on  obverse.  $16. 

20.  1875      Brilliant  Proof-63.  Very,  very  light  hairlines,  noticeable  only  under 

magnification,  that  do  not  detract  from  the  deep  mirror  fields.  Very 
attractive  coin.  Extremely  rare.  Rarest  proof  quarter  of  the  1870s  and 
1880s  according  to  Briggs.  Briggs  Variety  4-E.  Minimum  Bid.  $675. 
Anyone  participating  in  sale  will  receive  a  list  of  prices  realized.  Thank  you. 

David  Hensley  •  LSCC#1388 

P.O.  Box  680  •  Syracuse,  New  York  13201 
Telephone  (315)  469-2008 
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An  1873-S  Bar  8  Half  Dime  Love  Token 


In  Issue  #66  of  the  journal,  Don  Hanson  described  an  1 873-S  half  dime  that 
had  a  rectangular  bar  near  the  top  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8  in  the  date.  As  a 
result  of  his  article,  Tonn  DeLorey  sent  in  another  example  of  this  variety  with 
the  same  bar  in  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  However  this  piece  has  its  reverse  re- 
engraved  into  a  love  token  with  the  figure  of  a  skier  replacing  the  standard  half 
dime  reverse. 

This  piece  was  purchased  from  the  estate  of  Harry  X  Boosel  who  for  many 
years  was  known  as  Mr.  1 873  because  he  collected  only  coins  of  this  date.  The 
bar  within  the  8  identifies  this  coin  as  a  San  Francisco  mint  product  even 
though  the  mintmark  identification  has  been  destroyed.  However,  another 
identifying  feature  would  be  the  edge  reeding  which  matches  the  gauge  used 
during  this  period  to  mint  half  dimes  in  San  Francisco. 

This  coin  has  a  few  other  characteristics  that  will  help  identify  additional 
examples  of  this  variety.  There  is  a  die  scratch  that  runs  down  from  the  left  base 
of  the  1  in  the  date  to  the  left  side  of  a  denticle.  There  is  another  die  scratch  that 
runs  up  from  the  right  base  of  the  1  to  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8. 
Finally,  there  is  a  third  die  scratch  that  runs  from  the  center  of  a  denticle  out 
toward  the  top  of  the  F  in  OF.  These  extra  marks  on  the  obverse  would  seem 
to  suggest  that  the  bar  within  the  8  is  an  additional  die  scratch  and  not  the  result 
of  an  error  created  while  punching  the  date  into  the  obverse  die. 

The  pictures  of  the  1 873-S  Bar  8  half  dime  love  token  were  taken  by  Chris 
Pilliod. 

The  Editor 
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White  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  1996 

Weimar  W.  White  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  1996  for  his 
contribution,  "The  Chemistry  for  Refining  Silver  Bullion  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  in 
1875",  that  appeared  in  Issue  #66  of  the  journal.  The  Ahwash  Award  is  given 
annually  for  the  best  article  to  appear  in  the  journal  as  voted  by  the  club  members. 
This  year's  award  covered  the  material  in  Issues  #64  to  #66  and  the  award  winner 
was  determined  as  a  result  of  a  vote  by  club  members  during  July  1 996.  A  total  of 
65  ballots  were  received  from  club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more 
than  three  articles  which  they  liked  best  during  the  last  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow 
individuals  to  vote  for  three  articles  because  the  large  number  of  choices  would 
likely  spread  thevotes  out  among  many  articles.  There  were  161  votes  cast  from  the 
65  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of  the  results  is  given  below. 

Rank,  Article  and  Author 

Votes 

1 .  The  Chemistry  for  Refining  Silver  Bullion  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  in  1 875 

by  Weimar  White   24 

2.  The  Day  Miss  Liberty  Closed  Abe  Lincoln's  Eyes 

by  Josepli  Scheidler   18 

3.  The  1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  Quarter,  the  Rarest 
Collectable  Liberty  Seated  Quarter 

by  Jacl<  Marston   14 

4.  The  Case  of  the  Counterfeit  Coin:  A  Holmesian  Numismatic  Investigation 
byJeffRocl<   10 

5.  A  New  Variety  for  the  1 868-S  Half  Dime 

by  Steptien  Crain   9 

6.  The  Carson  City  Mint  Museum  Revisited 

by  Weimar  White   9 

7.  How  Did  Some  Carson  City  Coins  Survive  Without  Being  Toned? 

by  Weimar  White   9 

8.  A  Reason  for  the  1 875-77  Trade  Dollar  Hub  Change  Found 

by  Thomas  DeLorey   ^ 

9.  Some  Additional  Benefits  to  Third  Party  Grading 

by  Frank  Noval<   ^ 

10.  Transitional  Reverses  on  Liberty  Seated  Halves 

by  Dick  Osburn   ^ 

1 1 .  Liberty  Seated  Coins  Struck  From  Blundered  Dies 

by  Carson  Torpey   ^ 

12.  Carson  City  Presentation  Pieces 

by  Weimar  White   ^ 

13.  A  Closer  Look  at  Cereal  Wreath  Half  Dimes 

by  Stewart  Jones   ^ 
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14.  Some  Half  Dime  Finds 

byD.\N.  Dixon   3 

15.  An  1838  V-10  Half  Dime  from  a  Damaged  Reverse  Die 

by  Bill  Fivaz   3 

16.  An  1 885  Study  of  Wear  Patterns 

by  David  Lange   3 

17.  An  1 844-0  Quarter  with  the  1 843-0  Large  O  Reverse 

by  Ray  Lath rop   3 

18.  An  Off  Center  1875-S  Half  Dollar 

by  Larry  Rausch   3 

19.  A  Study  of  the  Business  Strike  1 856  Seated  Dollar 

by  Bert  Schlosser   3 

20.  A  Liberty  Seated  Treasure  Trove 

by  0.  David  Bowers    2 

21 .  Additional  Seated  Dimes  with  Blundered  Dies 

by  Gerry  Fortin   2 

22.  The  1873-S  Bar8  Half  Dime 

by  Don  Hanson   2 

23.  An  1851  Dime  with  the  First  1  Repunched 

by  Ray  Lath  rop    2 

24.  An  1876-00  Half  Dollar  with  a  Restruck  Mintmark 

by  Paul  Brill   1 

25.  A  New  Variety  for  the  1 857  Half  Dime 

byRayLathrop    1 

26.  The  1850-O/O  Medium  O  Dime 

by  Chris  Pilliod   1 

27.  More  on  the  Broken  Stripe  Quarter  Reverse 

by  Carson  Torpey   1 


With  27  of  the  34  eligible  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article  award,  it 
is  evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within  the  club.  However, 
even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at  least  one  reader,  and 
therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  The  officers  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  took  the  time  to 
contribute  articles  during  the  past  year,  and  we  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive 
interesting  and  exciting  material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 


I  will  sell  at  prices  listed  or  trade  for  Seated  halves  I  need.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Two  week  return  for  any  reason.  Please  add  $3.00  for  insurance 
for  orders  under  $400.  Write  for  trades  or  my  longer  list  of  all  halves  available. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  No  Drapery,  WB-1 01,  VF-20  ...  $219 
1 839     No  Drapery,  XF+ ,  heavy  reverse 

crack   950 

1 839     No  Drapery,  VF-30,  short  piece  of 

metal  struck  into  right  obverse  field  375 
1839     No  Drapery,  AU-50,  probably 

cleaned,  tetoned,  slightly  dark  .  995 
1842  Medium  Date,  WB-1 04,  MS-60  .  325 
1842  Triple  Date,  WB-1 05,  lustrous  AU  189 
1842     Recut  date,  errant  8,  WB-1 06, 

AU-58,  first  marriage,  heavily 

cracked  rev    275 

1843-  0  XF-40,WB-101,  lightly  brushed  89 
1844     AU-58,  WB-1 01,  heavily 

cracked  dies   225 

1844  Recut  844,  unlisted,  VF-30  ....  89 

1 844-  0  Dramatically  doubled  date, 

WB-103,F-15   1100 

1844-0  Recut  44,  WB-1 04,  XF-42    89 

1844-  0   Recut  844,  WB-1 05,  VF35/XF40  69 

1845  Recut  1,  unlisted,  VF-30    129 

1 845-  0  0  over  horizontal  0,  WB-1 03, 

XF-45,  no  drapery  and  a  recut  1  195 

1 845-  0  Far  right  5,  WB-1 04,  rare,  G-4, 

two  rim  bumps   79 

1846  Tall  Date,  spiked  4,  WB-1 08, 

AU-50   185 

1846-  0  Tall  Date,  WB-1 06,  VG-8-^   179 

1 846-0  Tall  Date,  XF45/40,  cleaned, 

retoning    575 

1848     WB-101,  XF-45,  cleaned   149 

1855  XF-45,  prooflike  surfaces   125 

1 855/4   WB-1 02,  second  die  pair,  AU-50  275 

1855-  0  0  over  horizontal  0,  WB-1 02,  XF-40  189 

1856  Spiked  1,  WB-1 03,  AU-53, 

cleaned,  retoning   175 

1856-  S  XF-40,  a  nice  clean  coin   325 

1 856-  S  AU-53,  sharp,  probably  lightly 

cleaned   1150 

1857  Blundered  date  in  rock,  AU-50, 
WB-103   119 

1 857-  S   Medium  S,  WB-1 03,  XF45/AU50, 

nice  but  with  small  damaged  area 

in  shield    375 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1858  Type  2  reverse,  WB-1 10,  AU-50  $139 
1 858     Blundered  date,  WB-1 07,  XF-48, 

scarce   119 

1858     Blundered  date,  85  in  denticles, 

VF-30,  WB-1 09    275 

1858     Blundered  date,  85  in  denticles, 

XF-42,  WB-1 09    425 

1858  Mispunched  8  in  rock,  unlisted, 
AU-50   195 

1 858-0  Errant  1 8  from  rock,  WB- 1 04, 

AU-50   119 

1858-0  WB-106,  AU-53,  second  marriage  139 

1859  Type  2  reverse,  WB-1 02,  AU-50  165 
1859     Type  2  reverse,  WB-1 02,  NGC 

MS-63    775 

1860-O  Type  1  reverse,  WB-101,  AU-58  225 

1866      6  in  denticles,  WB-1 02,  MS-61  .  675 

1868  Recut  1,  unlisted,  AU-53    295 

1869  Recut  1,  WB-1 02,  AU-55   175 

1872-  S   Medium-small  S,  WB-1 02, 

AU-53,  small  scratch  in  gown  . .  210 

1873  Quad-stripes,  WB-1 09,  XF-40  . .  290 

1 873-  S  VF30/35,  a  nice  clean  coin  ....  225 

1874  Large  over  small  arrows,  XF-42, 
WB-103   319 

1874      Short  arrows,  WB-101,  PR-55  ..  325 

1874-  S  Small  wide  S,  WB-101,  AU50/55  490 
1874-S   Small  wide  S,  WB-101,  ANACS 

MS-60   1150 

1874-S  Medium  small  S,  WB-1 02,  VF-35  275 
1 874-S   Minute  s,  WB-1 03,  XF-40,  lightly 

brushed    350 

1874-00  F1 2/1 5,  a  few  small  rim  defects  375 
1877     Type  1  reverse,  proof  die  with 

recut  77,  WB-101,  PCGSPR-65  4900 
1 877     Type  1  reverse,  proof  die  with 

recut  77,  WB-101,  PR-62    2900 

1877     Type  1  transitional  rev,  G4/G5, 

WB-1 02   625 

1 878-CC  F1 5/VF20,  weak  BER   525 

1879  Type  2  reverse,  WB-1 02,  AU-58  475 

1880  Type  2  reverse,  WB-1 02,  PR-59  325 
1887     PR-55,  extremely  rare   525 


DickOsburn  •  LSCC#717 

17  Harbor  Lane  •  Kemah,  Texas  77565 
Telephone  (713)  334-2476 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Weimar  White's  article  in  Issue  #66  of  the  journal  which  included  the  results  of 
an  elemental  analysis  of  an  1875-CC  dime  was  a  welcome  addition  to  the 
numismatic  literature.  It  is  rare  to  find  what  is  really  a  very  technical  article  in  a 
collector  oriented  publication. 

White  noted  the  unexpectedly  high  lead  content  of  the  Carson  City  dime  he  had 
analyzed.  He  wondered  if  this  high  concentration  might  have  been  a  contaminant 
from  the  lead  lining  of  vats  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  or  whether  it  was  present  in  the 
argentiferous  ore  that  was  refined  to  yield  the  silver  bullion  in  the  dime.  Unfortu- 
nately, White  did  not  present  an  analysis  for  any  Comstock  Lode  ores  which  might 
have  helped  him  decide  on  the  most  likely  source  for  this  high  lead  content. 

I  am  sure  White  would  agree  thatthere  is  much  more  involved  in  the  smelting  and 
refining  of  western  silver  and  gold  ore  than  could  be  presented  in  his  short  article. 
I  have  in  my  library  an  offprint  from  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Mining  Engineering  published  in  1884.  This  article  is  entitled  "Leaching  Gold  and 
Silver  Ores  in  the  West"  and  was  written  by  Thomas  Egleston.  In  this  article, 
Egleston  examines  the  various  methods  by  which  base  metal  impurities  were 
reduced  from  silver  bearing  western  ores.  He  writes  that,  following  leaching  of  the 
ores  and  precipitation  of  the  sulfide  of  silver,  the  silver  sulfide  was  roasted  in  a 
reverberatory  furnace  to  drive  off  the  remaining  moisture.  Heat  in  the  furnace  was 
then  increased  to  drive  off  the  sulfur,  leaving  behind  a  pasty  gray  mass  of  metallic 
silver.  Egleston  writes  that  the  silver  mass  was  then  cupelled  with  the  addition  of 
lead,  and  from  the  cupels  the  silver  was  cast  into  bricks  between  .800  and  .900  in 
fineness.  Egleston  concludes  by  writing  "If  the  ore  contains  a  large  quantity  of  base 
metals,  particularly  lead,  these  would  be  only  partially  affected  by  amalgamation, 
while  most  of  the  lead  contained  in  the  ore  will  likely  to  be  found  in  the  bullion  made 
by  leaching." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  leaching  process  applied  to  Comstock  Lode  ores  in  1 875 
might  not  have  been  all  that  much  different  from  that  used  on  northern  California 
ores  described  by  Egleston  in  1884.  I've  always  thought  that  the  western  mints, 
particularly  Carson  City,  got  a  bum  rap  when  scrutinized  by  the  civilized  boys  from 
the  mint  in  Philadelphia.  Carson  City,  San  Francisco,  and  the  western  assay  offices 
at  Denver,  Sacramento,  Boise  and  others,  labored  under  less  than  ideal  technical 
circumstances.  If  at  first  they  lacked  the  equipment  and  manpower  necessary  to 
turn  out  a  consistently  fine  product,  it  was  not  through  knavery  but  rather  by  force 
of  circumstance. 

Mike  Hodder 
LSCC  #1467 

Information  has  been  found  to  indicate  that  the  Carson  City  Mint  was  still 
experiencing  silver  refining  problems  in  1 880  using  the  Nitric  Acid  Refining  Process. 
The  following  paragraph  was  taken  from  page  41  of  the  Van  Allen-Mallis  encyclo- 
pedia of  U.S.  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars: 

"Despite  the  checks  made  on  the  fineness  of  the  melts,  some  standard  silver 
dollars  of  defective  fineness  were  coined  and  shipped  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  in 
1880.  This  was  discovered  by  the  Annual  Assay  Commission  in  early  1881.  The 
resulting  investigation  revealed  that  three  melts  made  during  1 880  had  been  0.892 
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fineness  and  about  3,000  defective  pieces  had  been  struck  from  these  melts." 

The  coinage  Act  of  1873  allowed  for  a  minimum  fineness  of  0.897  sliver  in 
coinage.  Van  Allen  went  on  to  say  that  it  is  not  clear  if  these  coins  were  ever  located 
and  melted  since  they  were  mixed  in  with  tens  of  thousands  of  other  1 880-CC  silver 
dollars. 

I  find  this  information  interesting  since  the  1875-CC  dime  analysis  reported  in 
Issue  #66  of  the  journal  showed  that  this  dime  was  also  made  from  a  defective  silver 
melt  having  a  fineness  of  only  0.89  silver.  Lead  was  found  to  be  close  to  1  %  in  the 
composition  of  the  1 875-CC  dime.  The  Carson  City  Mint  probably  solved  its  refining 
problems  by  1889  when  it  switched  to  the  Sulfuric  Acid  Refining  Process.  This 
method  was  known  to  produce  silver  bullion  0.998  to  0.999  fine. 

Weimar  White 
LSCC  #660 

In  August  of  1 990 1  met  with  Walter  Breen  at  the  Seattle  ANA  to  discuss  his  notes 
on  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series.  I  knew  Breen  had  previously  spent  time 
viewing  the  coins  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  so  I  asked  him  several  questions  about 
varieties  that  had  surfaced  in  his  supplement  in  the  Valentine  reprint  of  1975.  In 
particular,  I  asked  him  about  several  varieties  he  had  reported  in  his  supplement  in 
1958  that  were  attributed  to  the  Eliasberg  Collection. 

I  received  two  impressions  from  Breen  at  that  time.  First,  that  the  Liberty  Seated 
half  dime  portion  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  contained  numerous  duplicates. 
Second,  that  the  collection  contained  many  coins  that  were  certainly  less  than 
pristine,  coinsthatthe  average  collector  would  call  middle  grade  specimens.  When 
I  received  my  Eliasberg  catalogue  from  Bowers  &  Merena,  I  noticed  that  very  few 
of  these  coins  seemed  to  be  listed.  I  noticed  a  cleaned  1842-0  half  dime  in  XF-40, 
a  damaged  example  of  the  1838-0  half  dime  with  several  scratches  and  an  1848-0 
Medium  O  half  dime  in  XF-40.  Everything  else  was  Mint  State,  Proof,  or  high  grade 
AU  with  the  exception  of  the  nine  piece  lot  at  the  end  of  the  half  dime  section. 

In  his  supplement,  Breen  reported  that  the  Eliasberg  Collection  contained  a 
corroded  example  of  the  1 838-0  V-2  half  dime,  the  variety  with  the  rusted  die  and 
upward  slanting  date.  In  1990  Breen  gave  me  the  impression  that  the  collection 
contained  at  least,  a  nice  circulated  example  of  the  1 838-0  V-1  half  dime.  I  find  no 
example  of  the  1 838-0  V-2  half  dime  listed  in  the  Eliasberg  auction  catalogue,  nor 
do  I  find  a  nice  circulated  example  of  the  1 838-0  V-1  half  dime  in  the  auction.  Lot 
#942  in  the  sale  was  indeed  an  1838-0  V-1  half  dime,  but  it  graded  a  net  F-15 
because  of  multiple  scratches.  Whatever  happened  to  some  of  the  pieces  attributed 
to  the  Eliasberg  Collection? 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.  died  in  1976.  It  is  certainly  possible  that  a  portion  of  his 
inventory  was  sold  many  years  ago,  and  with  it,  certain  varieties  that  were  cited  by 
Breen  in  1 958.  Q.  David  Bowers  has  stated  that  minute  die  varieties  were  not  of  great 
interest  to  Eliasberg,  but  rather,  he  was  a  connoisseur  of  rarity  and  quality. 

Stewart  W.  Jones 
LSCC  #052 
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My  father  and  grandfather  were  both  corner  store  grocers  in  Lockport,  New  York 
for  many  years.  One  day  in  1 953,  "Mrs.  Carsten  from  Ransam  St."  stopped  in  and 
paid  for  part  of  her  groceries  with  an  1853  Seated  half  dollar.  How  very  excited  I  was! 
Dad  gave  it  to  me,  it  was  my  first  Seated  half.  The  coin  grades  out  at  only  VG,  but 
it  still  occupies  an  important  spot  in  my  collection  after  all  of  these  years. 

In  1 957  part  of  the  United  States  Mint  collection  was  put  on  display  at  a  local  bank 
in  Lockport.  After  viewing  the  coins,  we  discovered  that  the  heavily  worn  1875-S 
quarter  that  Grandpa  owned  was  not  a  quarter  at  all,  it  was  a  20  cent  piece.  The 
eagle  faced  the  other  way!  ^^^^^^  ^^.^^^^^ 

LSCC  #1669 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Larry  Briggs  for  his  thoughts 
regarding  Mr.  Eliasberg's  fantastic  acquisitions.  I  would  also  like  to  express  a 
special  thanks  to  LSCC  President  John  McCloskey  for  his  article  regarding  the 
deterioration  of  the  obverse  die  of  the  1 838  Small  Stars  half  dime. 

Bob  Hammand 
LSCC  #1432 


I  want  to  thank  you  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  present  the  features  of  my  high 
quality  measuring  device  in  the  last  issue  of  the  journal.  I  have  already  started  to 
receive  orders  from  the  readers  for  my  invention. 

I  hope  that  this  device  will  help  collectors  with  the  attribution  of  their  coins.  I  am 
now  trying  to  develop  a  holder  for  the  device  to  make  it  easier  to  use  in  numismatic 
research. 

Ron  Kersey 


Fourth  Collective  Volume  Now  Available 

Copies  of  the  Fourth  Collective  Volume  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  are  now 
available  for  immediate  delivery  to  interested  members.  This  new  collective  volume 
contains  the  articles  that  were  published  in  Issues  #49  to  #63  of  the  journal  from 
November  1990  to  July  1995.  The  articles  in  these  issues  have  been  ordered  by 
denomination  and  date  so  that  information  on  a  particular  date  or  series  is  easy  to 
locate  in  the  book.  The  new  volume  was  created  from  a  600  page  manuscript  and 
contains  many  important  articles  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  The  new  book 
contains  articles  on  numismatic  history,  on  the  production  of  coinage  dies,  on  mint 
practices  of  the  1 9th  century,  on  the  die  characteristics  of  many  rare  dates,  on  rarity 
studies  for  particular  dates  and  on  the  identification  of  many  die  varieties. 

This  collective  volume  contains  the  latest  available  research  on  the  silver  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  of  the  1 9th  century.  Each  book  is  attractively  bound  in  a  hard  cover 
in  a  7  by  10  inch  format. 

Books  can  be  purchased  at  the  established  price  of  $44  per  copy. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  LSCC  and  send  to: 

John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 

5718  King  Arthur  Drive 

Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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Reverse  Picture  of 
1866-S  No  Motto 
Half  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  arce 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operatinc 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


